COMMUNITY BOARD 9
890 NOSTRAND AVENUE

BROOKLYN, NY 11225

MINUTES OF THE

COMMUNITY BOARD MEETING

HELD ON TUESDAY, JANUARY 22, 2008

MIDDLE SCHOOL, 61 AUDITORIUM

400 EMPIRE BOULEVARD, BROOKLYN, NY 11225
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Gabriel Prince
Anna Lipkin – Hon. Karim Camara





Karlene Robinson
Wayne Keith Williams – Hon. Hakeem Jeffries



Rabbi Joseph Spielman
Reuven Lipkind – Hon. Eric Adams





Yvonne Straker
Hon. Jesse Hamilton

Neil Harmon – Dept of Parks and Recreation

Denise Peterson - KCHC

Yankel Wice – Hon. Letitia James
Janelle Hobson – Hon. Darlene Mealy
Tambe Tysha John  -  Brooklyn Public Library
PUBLIC SESSION

Safe Digging is everyone’s responsibility, even when excavating in our own back yard.  Mr. Reed Schwartz, Public Relations and Damage Prevention, New York City & Long Island One Call Center will explain why it is necessary to assure safe digging from start to finish.

Mr. Schwartz explained that underground digging can be dangerous.  It can cause disruption to cables, electricity and other underground facilities to companies like Time Warner, Con Edison, and Cablevision.  It is very important that homeowners who want to do their own digging should bear in mind Code 720.  Before anyone thinks of digging underground call the One Call Center for information.  The One Call Center will send someone out to check the area and mark the area where the digging will take place otherwise you can have your contractor to do it for you.
Sometimes homeowners want to do their own digging. In Levittown a homeowner wanted to put up a decorative mailbox, she went digging in the area, in the process she blew out the electricity underground turning off electricity to the entire block.  That is why you should contact the One Call Center before you do any digging or excavation.  There is an APWA Color Code for marking underground utility lines.  Always hand dig when within 2 feet on either side of any marked lines.  If damage, dislocation or disturbance of an underground utility line occurs, immediately notify the affected facility, utility or pipeline.  If someone is digging on your property be sure that they have contacted the One Call Center and that the facility operators have marked their underground lines before any work begins.
Questions & Answers
Ruby Hodge – I live in the community on Sterling Street, I have problems with my phone.  There is construction going on in the area all the time.  I called 611, they came and flipped a switch.  If they flip the switch at the beginning why is it that they do not flip the switch back at the end of the job?

Carl Morgan – You mentioned there is a website we can go to for information?  Answer – You can call the One Call Center or call the national referral number 1-888-258-0808 to get your local One Call Center’s phone number.
Gwen Carter – What happens if I have to wait 48 hours?  Answer – Time Warner, etc. (whatever utility company) will have to call you back to let you know if it is convenient for digging.  This is something that both of you will have to workout.

What if you call and don’t get an answer? Answer – You need to get a ticket number.  You can call the website.

How do you know how deep to dig after the area is marked?  Answer – Check for color coding.  You should work slowly and cautiously.

How do I know what to look for if I do not have this pamphlet?  Answer- Check with the One Call Center.

Emma White – Does one need a permit to dig.  Answer – Yes, on the permit it states before digging you must call the One Call Center.

Chairman Jacob Goldstein thanked Mr. Schwartz for his valuable information and asked that the community adhere to the rule before digging.

Ms. Lesley Redwine, Director of External Relations, Achievement First will share information about Achievement First, their schools one in Community District 9, and enrollment opportunities for kindergarten and 5th grade for the 2008-2009 school year.

Ms Redwine gave an account of the inception of the school which started in New Haven, Connecticut.  The idea was to create a school that would prepare our children so that they would have access to colleges like Yale in Connecticut.  In the first year of the existence of the school which opened with eighty kindergarten children, by the end of the school year, ninety six percent of their scholars were reading on grade level, and fifty six percent reading above grade level.

The Amistad Academy was the first elementary school to be opened in Community District 9 in Mahalia Jackson Junior High School on East New York Avenue.  It opened in 2005 with a population from kindergarten to the eight grade gradually.

The organization is there to provide the struggling gap among children in New York City public schools.  There are several schools in Brooklyn, beside the one on East New York Avenue, there are schools in Bushwick, Brownville, Bedford Stuyvesant. These are public charter schools.  The schools open from 7:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.  There is tutoring on Saturdays.  At the end of the school year the children are taken on school trips to visit colleges and universities.
Parents are very involved in the school, it is a partnership, parents are allowed to sit in on classes anytime.  There will be an upcoming parent day session on Saturday, January 26, 2008, beginning at 10 a.m. at Mahalia Jackson Junior High School.  Achievement First does whatever it takes to prepare students for success in college and life.  All students and faculty live by our REACH values:  Respect, Enthusiasm, Achievement, Citizenship and Hard work.

Questions & Answers
Chairman Goldstein – Since you are competing for the same kids that go to the public schools are they selected?  Redwine – No, applications are by lottery.  We do select the children. What percent of the applicants are chosen in the lottery?  It depends upon the amount of slots to be filled.

According to your report you said that the school has K-3; 5th – 7th grade, are you planning to have a 4th grade? We will be opening up a new school on Atlantic Avenue and Pacific Street.  We will be sharing space with another charter school.  The 4th grade will be included.

Jannie Johnson – You informed that you have 84 kids in kindergarten, how many students to a class?  There are three classes of 27 students per class, then there is “pull out”, where children are given one to one support.  There are two certified teachers.  Each classroom has two teachers.  

Bishop Gonzales – Why couldn’t you bring in more help for Mahalia Jackson School instead of opening up a school outside of the community?  We are not out of the community.  We have to work with our students to build them up to 3’s and 4’s.  We couldn’t work a year and have our students at one’s and two’s level.  That is our major goal.  

Ruby Hodge – Thank you, we have waited long enough for this change in our education system.

Frank Nicholas – Isn’t your program a disgrace to the public school system?

Stewart Balberg – If the same money given to charter schools is given to the public schools, couldn’t this raise the children self esteem?

Ms Munroe - How involved are the parents? The parents are very involved, i.e. if children have problems with their homework they can call the principal or the teachers for help.  Parents are part of the conversation.  It is a partnership of students, teachers and parents, working as a team to achieve academic success.  All students will learn.  Excuses are not accepted.  To contact the school the number is 718-774-0906 anyone can visit the school.  You are welcome to visit at anytime.  There are applications for the lottery.  Please distribute them if you know children who would like to be admitted to the school or go to www.achievementfirst.org and click the NY link under enroll your child or email admissionsnyc@achievementfirst.org. 

Chairman Goldstein thanked Ms. Redwine for the worthwhile information brought to the community.  He wished her continued success in their endeavors.

BUSINESS SESSION
The Business Session began at 8:20 p.m. with 27 members present.
Minutes
The Minutes of November 27, 2007 meeting were presented for correction, discussion and adoption.  A motion was made by Allan Martin and seconded by Jannie Johnson.  The minutes were adopted.

Minutes of December 19, 2007 – were presented for discussion correction and adoption.  A motion to adopt the minutes was made by Gwen Carter and seconded by Frank Nicholas.  The minutes were adopted.
District Manager’s Report
District Manager Pearl Miles-Lee reported on the following items.
· Public Hearing to be held at Medgar Evers College on Thursday, January 24, 2008 on the Transportation Congestion Pricing introduced by the  Mayor of New York City Michael Bloomberg.  For more information visit www.nyc.gov to review the Mayor’s plan.

· Metro North railroads are looking for conductors for their trains.  For further information on jobs and applications visit www.mta.org for applications.

· CUNY is accepting applications for Foreign Educational Assistant positions, visit www.cuny.edu for job applications.

· Email addresses were requested from Community Board members of 47 members only 13 email addresses were received.  Please send in your email addresses.

· A reminder, January 31, 2008 is the last day to submit information to the By-Laws committee.
Committees’ Reports

Public Safety – Robert Marvin

The 71st Precinct Impact Zone was moved earlier in the month from Flatbush Avenue and Ocean Avenue between Empire Blvd. and Parkside Avenue in Prospect Lefferts Gardens to Bedford and Franklin Avenues from Eastern Parkway to Empire Blvd.

The Juvenile Firesetters Prevention Program in the light of the recent tragic event at Ebbets Field Houses where Lt. John Martinson lost his life.  The committee would like this to be a budget item in order to apply for funding that would enhance the Juvenile Firesetters Prevention Program.  

The district manager advised that this was already a budget item members of the committee should lobby their elected officials to provide funding.

Chairman Goldstein advised the committee to invite the various elected officials for Community District 9 to the next committee meeting to discuss funding for the program.

Youth Committee - Dion Ashman

Chairman Goldstein advised the committee to invite the various elected officials for Community District 9 to the next committee meeting to discuss funding for the program.

In the absence of Chairperson Dion Ashman, Eleanor Rollins informed of the discussion on the speak out for young men and women which will take place on March 28, 2008 at Medgar Evers College.

Chairman’s Report – Jacob Goldstein
Rabbi Goldstein asked members to pray for Joan Gill as she went back for a second treatment at the Mayoral Clinic.

· The Chairman informed of his presence at the Martin Luther King’s Day Activity.  It was very interesting.

· Jeannie Downer – a long time Board member passed away.  She will be missed.

· The ceremony at Medgar Evers College for the new addition to the campus.  He witnessed the occasion as the last steel beam went in.

· Chairman Jacob Goldstein informed of NYS Assemblyman Hakeem Jeffries State of the District Address on Wednesday, January 30, 2008 at 6:30 p.m. at Pratt Institute, Higgins Hall, 61 St. James Place, Lafayette Avenue.
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Adjournment

A motion to adjourn was made by Nochum Gross seconded by Nicolle Munroe.  The meeting adjourned at 8:40 p.m.

Respectfully submitted

Shelia Foster-Golding

Secretary

February 26, 2008

