COMMUNITY BOARD 9
890 NOSTRAND AVENUE

BROOKLYN, NY 11225

MINUTES OF THE 

COMMUNITY BOARD MEETING

HELD ON TUESDAY, DECEMBER 18, 2007

MIDDLE SCHOOL 61 AUDITORIUM

400 EMPIRE BOULEVARD, BROOKLYN, NY 11225

Board Members Present

Board Members Present

Board Members Absent
Mary Allman



Allan Martin, Jr.


Dion Ashman

Richard Anderson


Robert Marvin



Stuart Balberg

Gwen Carter



Alice Mitchell



Pitrani Basit

Aldith Clarke



Carl B. Morgan


Jacinta Blackburn

Shelia Foster-Golding


Nicolle Munroe


Rev. Phyllis Brown – sick

Rabbi Jacob Goldstein

Frank Nicholas


Montague Burke – sick

Theopia Green



Dwayne Nicholson


Michael Cetera, AIA

Tessa Hackett-Vieira


Romania Roachford


Chaz Crowder

Sylveta Hamilton-Gonzales

Myrtle Roberson


Geraldine Dease

Aaron Hershkop


Karlene Robinson


Joan Gill – sick

Ruby Hodge



Brenda Scott



Rabbi Nochum Gross

Maurice Jean-Baptiste


Rabbi Joseph Speilman

Stanley Harwich – sick

Jannie Johnson


Yvonne Straker


Brenda Hutto

Denise Mann



Denise Thomas


Dr. Marco Mason

Samuel Marmulzsteyn

Jacqueline Welch


Rosemarie Perry











Gabriel Prince











Eleanor Rollins

Elected Officials/Agency Representatives Present


Janelle Hobson – Hon. Darlene Mealy

Hon. Darlene Mealy

Carolyn Sanders-James – Hon. Michael Bloomberg

Hasani Pratt – Hon. Karim Camara

Hon. Olanike Alabi

Chief Thomas J. Richards – Battalion 38

Neil Harmon – Dept of Parks and Recreation

Denise Peterson – KCHC

Khari Edwards – Hon. Elliot Spitzer

PUBLIC SESSION

Chief Thomas J. Richards – New York City Fire Dept – Battalion 38
Chief Richards advised the community on fire safety.  Chief Richards informed that the Fire Department was getting more calls recently regarding gas leaks than they have had prior.  These calls are for carbon monoxide alarms.  In private homes you should make sure batteries are changed.
Christmas trees can be dangerous.  Make sure the lights are checked before putting them on the tree.  Do not put extension cords under rugs, this can be dangerous.  Sometimes space heaters are placed too close to beddings and draperies this can cause a fire.  Do not leave combustible materials unattended. 

Fire safety education is working.  Fire fatalities are down, we would like to keep it down.

Questions and Answers

Frank Nicholas – between gas boilers and oil boilers, which is more prone to carbon monoxide accidents?  Answer – it’s about the same, they can both be dangerous.

Kay Dunham – could there be fire patrol to make sure we keep abreast of fire when they occur?  Answer – fire people are out there a lot.  They may not be on patrol for fire, but they are there being vigilant.

Chairman Goldstein thanked Chief Richards and wished them all a safe and quiet holiday season.
Mr. Neil Harmon, Parks Manager, Dept of Parks and Recreation, will discuss plans for open space envisioned in PlaNYC 2030.  Many of the recommendations included in this plan have been advocated for by Community Board 9’s Parks Recreation and Culture Committee for many years.
Mr. Harmon said that the Mayor’s PlaNYC is to make New York City greener and cleaner.  Anyone in need of tree planting may call 311.  Before the community board would take charge of tree planting.  There are tree canopies on some blocks.  The Parks Department owns fifty percent of the trees that are planted in front of homes.  To have your trees pruned call 311 or write the Dept of Parks.  There is a pruning cycle every seven years. 
Christmas trees can be dropped off at Lincoln Terrace Park for mulching.  Be sure to take the trimming off the tree before dropping them off.

Questions and Answers

Emma White – what was the last time the trees in the area were pruned?  Answer – trees are being pruned at the present time.  

Kay Dunham – there should be supervision done for tree pruning.  The trees are not pruned properly.

Announcements
Chairman Goldstein recognized Council Member Darlene Mealy.  Council member Mealy wished everyone a happy holiday and invited them to attend a Christmas Party on December 19th 2007 from 2:00 – 9:00pm in her district office, 1757 Union Street, 2nd floor.  The Council member asked for donation of toys for the needed.

Ms Janelle Hobson, from Council Member Mealy’s office advised that Keyspan grants were available beginning December 10th.  For further information call 718-953-3097.

Ms. Hasani Pratt, representing Assemblyman Karim Camara invited everyone to attend the Assemblyman’s annual holiday party on December 19th from 6:30 – 8:30pm at Crown Gardens Community Room, 1185 Carroll Street.  

Assemblyman Camara has provided $200,000 for trees.  Any questions about trees contact the office at 718-756-1776

Carolyn Sanders-James brought holiday greetings from Mayor Bloomberg.

Olanike Alabi, District Leader, 57th Assembly District wished all a happy holiday season.

BUSINESS SESSION

The business session began at 8:10 pm with thirty members present.
Minutes of the November 2007 Meeting
A motion to table the minutes was approved on a motion made by Aron Hershkop and seconded by Allan Martin, Jr. 

District Manager’s Report

District Manager Pearl Miles-Lee reported the following items:

· New York State has established an office at Medgar Evers College for persons seeking jobs with the State.  The office is located in the Carroll Street building.  Interested persons should call 718-804-8267 for information.

· A course is being offered to prepared individuals interested in obtaining a commercial driver’s license.  For information on training call 718-302-2057.

· The 71 Precinct Community Council will have their annual Christmas Party here at MS 61at 5:30 pm.  All are invited.

· Most of you have heard it on the news or read it in the newspapers.  The senseless killing of a young wife and mother, Carol Simpson Hayes, by gun violence a week ago on Eastern Parkway between Bedford and Franklin Avenues.  Our sympathy goes out to the family.  The funeral for Ms. Simpson-Hayes will be held at St. Theresa’s Church, on Friday, December 21, 2007 at 7:00pm.

Committees’ Reports

Housing Committee – Ms. Gwen Carter

Ms. Carter reported that the Housing Committee met in October and discussed Intro. No. 619 and Intro. No. 620.  The committee voted to recommend that the Board support these Intros.  The recommendation was included in the minutes of their meeting and was distributed at the November 2007 board meeting.

Chairman Goldstein explained the Intros by saying that people make illegal curb cuts to construct driveways in front of their houses. These curb cuts are illegal.  These driveways are self-certified.  Inspectors will be going out to inspect these curb cuts.  Homeowners will be fined as well as asked to restore the original curb.
Denise Mann – how do we know what is correct or incorrect curb cuts?  Chairman – the city will know which is which.

Theopia Green – who is responsible for these curb cuts?  Chairman – the Buildings Department.

Motion to support Intro 619 and 620 was seconded by Frank Nicholas.  Voting was unanimous – 29 yes 0 no’s.

A motion was introduced and seconded by Nicolle Munroe that people who dig up the streets should pay to have them restored.  Voting was unanimous – 29 yes, 0 no’s

Ms. Straker would like to know if residents could place identifying marks to show the parking distance from hydrants.  Chairman Goldstein asked Ms. Straker to call the board office to further discuss her question.
By Laws Committee – Dr. Marco Mason
Ms. Carter reported on behalf of the By Laws Committee in the absence of Dr. Marco Mason.  Ms. Carter said that board members will receive a copy of the by laws in the mail.  They have up to January 31st 2008 to submit recommendations for amendments to the bylaws to the committee chair.
Chairman’s Report

Chairman Goldstein acknowledged elected officials and their representatives.  The chairman recognized former board member Val Henry…it is always a pleasure to see past members still interested in the community board.
The chairman asked to keep board members Joan Gill and Monty Burke who are ill, in our prayers.

Adjournment
The meeting adjourned at 8:30 pm on a motion by Jannie Johnson seconded by Gwen Carter.  Refreshments were served in celebration of the holiday season.

Respectfully submitted

Shelia Foster-Golding

Secretary

January 22, 2008
