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Elected Officials/Agency Representatives Present 


Denise Thomas
Hon. Marty Markowitz - Ann Marie Adamson
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Hon. Karim Camara - Ana Lipkind
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Hon. Hakeem Jeffries - Wayne Williams


Hon Darlene Mealy - Anita Taylor
Mr. Scott D. Medbury, President of the Brooklyn Botanic Garden along with the architects from the award-winning multidisciplinary design practice of Weiss/Manfredi, will discuss plans for the construction of a new Visitors’ Center at the Brooklyn Botanic Garden.
The new Visitors’ Center at the Brooklyn Botanical Gardens representatives Mr. Scott Medbury President, Mr. Freddie Weiss, Architect and Mr. Michael Manfredi, Architect; presented the designs and drawings for the new visitors center of the Brooklyn Botanical Garden.
Mr. Medbury expressed how happy he was to be back before Community Board 9.  Over 1,200 people have visited the Garden recently.  They have compiled a handbook - “Gardening with Children.” Mr. Medbury then introduced the architectural team that has designed various projects, most recently the sculptor in Seattle.  
Mr. Michael Weisman informed that he has been going to the Garden since 1979.  It is a very special place for him.  Regarding the construction of the new visitors’ center, the parking lot is the designated area.  He would like to make it a safer place.  There will be a new plaza off Washington Avenue.  The top of the visitors’ center will be copper; the rest will have a green roof.  Everything will blend in with the garden.  Approximately 30 new trees will be planted in the area so that it will provide shade on hot days, like in the month of August.

There will be a gift store.  This is missing now at the Botanic Garden; this would enable one to buy items such as seeds, brochures, etc.  Within the grove of the trees one can learn ecology, certain types of trees, or learn to talk about nature.  The idea is for one to be educated as soon as one gets off the streets.  The question might be asked, what can you see from the Japanese Garden?  You really wouldn’t be able to see anything.  The building surprises itself you can’t see anything.  The whole idea is to make the building as quiet as possible and as magical as possible.  It is a building that has a nice view from the street and then disappears.
Questions and Answers
Mr. Burke: is there a cost to visit the visitors’ center?  Medbury - no cost to enter the visitors’ center, however there will be a cost to visit the Garden.  Free day Tuesdays, free to seniors on Thursdays, Fridays and Saturday mornings.  At present there are no rest rooms, drinking fountains, we need this for our visitors.
Mr. Weisman: I failed to mention that there will be a little café so that on a hot day you can buy soft drinks, etc.
Mr. Burke: do you have an idea of the cost?  Mr. Medbury - the cost right now is about the $16 million dollars.
Ms. Theopia Green: why is there an admission fee when the Garden is funded by federal, state and city governments? Why should seniors have to pay eight dollars?  Mr. Medbury: on Tuesday it is free, it is free on Fridays for seniors and free on Saturdays until noon.  There are different programs for seniors.
How big is this building?  It is about 20,000 sq ft of usable space, of which there will be a gift store, which is 25% of the project, there will be orientation groups like this to learn about exhibitions.  There will be an exhibition gallery.  There will be a café, some bathrooms, also added space that could be used for weddings, parties, groups like this for lectures.  This represents another 25 percent.  These kinds of uses are not available in the main building.   It is too big for a small event.
Mr. Medbury:  this place will open up into the existing building that is the good thing about it.  The gift shop and the green house get very hot.  A visitors’ center, many people would find in the basement.  We will use those spaces as classrooms.  The café will be moved to a new location.  The great thing about all this is the Conservatory in the winter months; we will be able to do great things like horticultural exhibitions.  Winter is always free.  This means four months when we can do free things.

Mr. Cohen:  is there any way to shift the free time on Saturday to maybe the last two hours? Mr. Medbury it might be difficult; however we will look into it.  At the end of the day it might be difficult to get people to leave.  However anyone with a Brooklyn Public Library card can get a free pass any day to the Botanic Garden.

Ms. Ana Lipkind:  “We are glad to have this Garden in our community.” Perhaps you can tell us of some of the upcoming activities. Mr. Medbury, thank you.  This weekend will be our big Cherry Blossom Festival, Saturday and Sunday, come on down. We also have the plant sale, Tuesday night is for members are, this is their first bid on plants.   On Wednesday and Thursday will be the public sale.  This is a great time to get your plants.

Is there a website?  Yes, it is www.bbg.org, telephone - 718-623-7100
Dr. Mason thanked the representatives for their presentation.

The Wild Life Conservation Society - Presentation from Society on plans for exhibit to house rare Leopards at the Prospect Park Zoo.
Mr. Bill Martin, Director of the Wild Life Conservation Society presented the latest exhibit planned to open up at Prospect Park Zoo in 2009.  It is the wild leopard species from the wild.  Mr. Dan talked about the annual exhibit for the Prospect Park Zoo.  He spoke about the planning and the design of the exhibit which will open summer 2009.  Pictures of the leopard species were presented.  There are about thirty of such species living in the wild.  As a profession they have worked with these animals for over twenty years. There are more of these living in captivity than in the wild.
Leopards are distributed throughout Africa and Asia, this species comes from up north of Europe in the Ammer Valley of Russia.  This is a good animal for Prospect Park.  It is one of the largest animals that will be present there.  It is the only cat specie or leopard specie to be found with the exception of Staten Island.  Certainly not among the Bronx Zoo, Central Park and Queens Zoos, one will not find this animal.
We have great designers that will present this animal to you.  How the animal lives in nature, the story of its endangerment, what humans have done to cause it to coin this specie and also what humans are doing to try to bring it back, the role the Wild Life Conservation Society and specifically Prospect Park will play in working with this beautiful and large cat.
The representative then gave a walk through of the exhibit.  The animal will be housed in the area which is called the Discovery Trail.  This will be a major exhibit around the Prospect Park Zoo.  As designers, they visited the site, took pictures, then decided upon where they wanted to put the animal; where they wanted the view to really see this animal.
The exhibit will be located where the existing avery is.  This exhibit will replace the avery.  But display at a larger image.  The Discovery Trail will be the area wining down through at the bottom of the image.  There will be an indoor holding building.
There will be landscape which will give one the feeling that you are immersed with the animal.  On the trail there will be vegetation, a grove of trees, different colors, shrubs, different sizes, big groves, small grown trees in the habitats in which the animals will do whatever.  The viewing pavilion will be made of glass about three feet from the animal but going a three quarter inch view away from the animal.

The holding building plan will be made of four dens.  One of the dens will be a birthing den.  These are no mechanical systems, the heating and cooling is radiant heating coming up from the floor.  There is a keeper’s area where there is food preparation.  There is a storage area.  This is a very simple low cost project.  The building will be a wooden building.  An environment will be created similar to the Ammer Valley from which the leopard comes.  There will be skylight for the animal.  There will be good ventilation. Air comes in, air comes out.
Questions & Answers
Mr. Burke:  will there be only one leopard?  Answer: there will be more than one.  There will be a pair at all times.  Mr. Burke:  what will be the fee to get into the zoo?  Answer: there will be no additional fee.

Dr. Mason thanked the representatives for their interesting presentation.

Ms. Jennnifer Williford, Provisional Member of the Junior League of Brooklyn, will present information on a community meeting to raise awareness on aging out of the foster Care System.
Representative Jennifer Williford said that this is an organization of women dedicated to education and empowerment through volunteer work by its members.  The league provides outreach to women who are in shelters as well as for the children in the shelter.  There is a court school for children and a mentoring program.  There will be an open discussion on May 3, 2007 at Brooklyn Borough Hall on issues pertaining to children who are aging out of the foster care system.
There is a high degree of teenage pregnancy and homelessness for foster children as they leave their foster homes, towards independent living.  At the meeting there will be representatives from ACS, HRA court appointed special advocates and legal services for children and foster care.  There will be a community meeting to look at the legal services and the resources involved.  The community is invited.  For further information or questions, call the Junior Leaque office as 718-624-288 or www.bklynjuniorleague.org. 

Dr. Mason thanked Ms. Williford for her presentation.

Acknowledgements and Announcements
Ms. Denise Peterson, Kings County Hospital, informed that on Saturday, June 23, 2007 Kings County Hospital, annual health fair will be held, all are invited.  On Thursday, April 26, 2007 from 12:00 noon – 2:00 pm, Kings County Hospital Center, between the E and S Buildings, there will be a “Covering of the Uninsured.”  It will be like a mini fair, there will be screenings, Metro Plus will be on site, anyone who is not insured for health insurance coverage is invited to the fair.

Ms. Ana Lipkind informed that Assemblyman Camara will be having a concert on May 5, at Medgar Evers College for the people of Darfur.  For further information and tickets call 718-756-1776.  On May 14th there will be a Diabetes Forum at IS 61, 400 Empire Blvd, corner of New York Avenue 7:00 – 9:00 pm.  Speakers will include: Congressman Ed Towns, Dr. Noel Maclaven, Dr. Reba Williams and Mr.Yosef Zak.  The presentation will be given by a renowned Endocrinologist and Nutritionist.  There will be free screenings for blood pressure and diabetes, diabetic snacks will be provided.  See flyer at the back for further information.
Councilwoman Darlene Mealy’s representative Anita Taylor spoke on the Whistle Blower Bill which provides protection to people in education who file complaints against their supervisors.  This allows for an investigation without any possible retaliation by D.O.E.  Family Fun Night - May 1, 2007 at 7:30 pm at the University Circle.  Proposed tax rebate city income tax of $300.00 to renters with income up to $43,000 a year and a family of four with $75,000.  You are encouraged to call Albany in order to get this rebate.  Teaching and learning in middle schools - there will be a forum tomorrow afternoon at John Jay High School, 237 7th Ave between 4th and 5th Avenues beginning at 3:00 pm. See flyers.
Ms. Ann Marie Adamson said that information on appointments and reappointments will be in the mail shortly. On Thursday, April 26, 2007 there will be the annual clergy breakfast at Borough Hall, 8:00 am.
Wayne Williams announced that on Saturday, May 5, 2007 from 10:00 am -6:00 pm at Ebbets Field, there will be a celebration of the 60th Anniversary of Jackie Robinson breaking the color barrier.  All are invited.

BUSINESS SESSION
The business session began at 8:25 pm with 25 members present.

Minutes
The minutes of the March 2007 meeting was tabled on a motion made by Samuel Marmulzsteyn and seconded by Montague Burke.  
District Manager’s Report
District Manager Pearl Miles reported the following:
     1.
The Board’s office is ready, we are finally moving starting next week.  The security system is installed. The office has been cleaned; we are waiting to get our phones installed. Between Monday and Tuesday all the office furniture, etc should be back in the office.  Within a few weeks everything should be in place, ready to start serving the community one hundred percent.  Ms. Miles thanked everyone for their patience; as what was scheduled for three months took over seven months.

2. Home improvement grant from HUD, this is a grant which does not have to be paid back if you meet the requirements.  Applications are available, call telephone number 718-469-4679.  This is for home owners who own one and two family homes in Brooklyn and meet a certain criteria. Give them a call.  This is free money.  It is also a lottery system; however, you have to be in it to benefit from it.
3.  Saturday, May 19, 2007 is “It’s My Park Day,” this is a day for cleaning up the community, paint benches, etc.  Anyone who would like to help can do so by visiting www.prospectpark.org to learn about the activities and how to participate.
Chairman’s Report
Dr. Marco Mason, First Vice Chair explained that Chairman Rabbi Jacob Goldstein is away on military assignment.  Dr. Mason also informed that he had been away in Jamaica, West Indies on assignment.  Now he is back.  He is happy to be back.

There is a special election for the 40th Councilmanic District.  The election is today.  Every one who is a voter is encouraged to perform his/her civic duty as a resident of the district.

Nominating Committee - once again it is time to elect executive officers for the Board.  Members of the nominating committee are: Maurice Jean-Baptiste - Chairperson, Samuel Marmulzsteyn and Frank Nicholas.  Ms. Miles explained that these members will be charged with conducting the election of officers.  Board members will be contacted by committee members to ascertain their interest in running for office on the board.  Nominations may also come from the floor at our next monthly meeting in May.  The slate will be presented at the May meeting, voting will take place in June.
Ms. Miles also advised that the By-Laws Committee was previously formed with Dr. Marco Mason as the Chairperson.  The other members on the committee are Bishop Sylveta Hamilton-Gonzales and Gwen Carter.  The committee will review the by-laws with input from the entire board.

Theopia Green:  In order for us to have input into the by-laws it is necessary for us to get copies of the present by-laws.

What kind of assignment is the Chairman on?  Dr. Mason: the Chairman is on two assignments military and professional.  Pearl Miles explained that the Chairman was on assignment helping the residents of upstate New York who were involved in the recent flooding; he is helping with housing and other matters.
Voting Items
1.
The Brooklyn Botanic Garden Visitors’ Center to be constructed.  Motion was made by Mr. Gross that Community Board 9 supports the construction of a new visitor’s center for the Brooklyn Botanic Garden.  The motion was seconded by Ms. Eleanor Rollins Voting: 25 Yes, 0 Nos, 0 Abstentions 
2.
The Wild Life Conservation Center “The Leopard Project.” A motion was made by Mr. Stuart Balberg that Community Board 9 support the project of the Wild Life Conservation Society at Prospect Park Zoo. The motion was seconded by Montague Burke. Voting: 25 Yes, 0 No, 0 Abs 
Health and Social Services Committee Myrtle Roberson (Intro 359) Ready Access to Assistance Act (REAACT).  Reporting on behalf of the Health and Social Services Committee Ms. Yvonne Straker.

Ms. Straker informed that the committee met to consider the request from the Public Advocate, the Hon. Betsy Gotbaum.  The committee made a recommendation to allow advocates to access public areas in city offices that administer public benefits from non-profit organizations, only to provide needful information to individuals requesting public assistance.

Discussion

Stuart Balberg: (inaudible) refers to the fact that from 1974 to 1991 HRA allowed families to do what the job center fairness and accountability act would allow them to do to meet advocates in public areas of job centers and seek advice, information and representation.  In 1992 The Giuliani Administration excluded advocates. HRA then changed its policy and barred advocates from job centers or welfare centers.  He thinks this act is unfair.

Samuel Marmulzsteyn said that he would vote against this motion.  I am not in favor of advocates at job centers.

Eleanor Rollins: I think this is a positive bill.  There are people who need services when they are inside the job centers.  What can they do if their advocate is outside?

Motion - the recommendation proposed by the Health and Social Services Committee to support Intro 359 that will allow advocates to access public areas in city offices that administer public benefits.  The motion was seconded by Ms. Eleanor Rollins.

Wayne Williams informed that what the bill is about is trying to get the advocates to come into the center they didn’t say that they were seeking the approval of the community boards.

District Manager, Pearl Miles said that the board received a letter directly from the public advocate asking for support.  Whether letters were sent to other people, we as a board have nothing to do with that.  It is the job of the board to vote for or against the motion.  Voting: 12 Yes, 4 Nos, 8 Abstentions. A letter will be sent to the Public Advocate.
Adjournment
Since there were no further items for discussion, a motion to adjourn was made by Joan Gill and seconded by Carl Morgan.  The meeting adjourned at 9:50 pm 

Respectfully submitted 
Shelia Foster-Golding

Secretary

June 19, 2007
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