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Elected Officials/Agency Representatives Present
Ann Marie Adamson – Hon. Marty Markowitz

Wayne Keith Williams – Hon. Hakeem Jeffries

Michael Benjamin – Hon. John Sampson

Reuven Lipkind – Hon. Eric Adams

Neil Harmon – NYC Dept. of Parks & Recreation

Denise Peterson – Kings County Hospital
William H. Boone, 111 – Medgar Evers College
Pierre Devaud – Hon. Darlene Mealy
PUBLIC SESSION

Public hearing on the Agencies’ Responses to Community Board 9’s FY 2009 Capital and Expense Budget Requests
CAPITAL BUDGET 
Ruby Hodge – I received the preliminary budget requests and I made notes, but unfortunately in my hurry to get to the meeting I left them behind.  I do not understand the process, I need an explanation.

Chairman Goldstein – We went through the explanation process, could you give us an example of an item which you do not understand?  I am prepared to listen.

Pearl Miles-Lee, District Manager reminded about the October budget consultations.  Ms. Miles-Lee said that following the consultations the board’s budget requests were formulated and sent to the Office of Management and Budget, our City Council members and the Mayor.  The agencies are now telling us what they think about our requests.  These are the agencies’ responses.  This is what this hearing is about.
Denise Mann – Priority #4: request to acquire property on grounds of Kingsboro Psychiatric Center for use as open space.  The District Manager said that number 4 has been a priority request of the board for many years.  A major priority for this board has been open space, because at least 30% of the district’s population is below the age of 30, while only 1% of the district is dedicated to open space.  Furthermore, we are not going over the requests but rather the responses from the agencies.  Our job is to indicate how we feel about what the agencies have said.
Eleanor Rollins – Now I have a better understanding.  We are here to discuss what the agencies had to say and we have to decide whether we agree or disagree with their findings.  Is there a reason why the items are prioritized 1, 2, 3, 4, etc.?  The District Manager replied that it has to be prioritized before it is submitted. 
Denise Mann – Who prioritized it?  The district manager said, she did.  Ms. Mann then asked why wasn’t the Board the one to prioritize the requests?  The District Manager replied, because no one else will do it.
Jacqueline Welch – Number 27, funding to close firehouses.  Are there any closings of firehouses in our district?  Chairman Goldstein replied no, but we try to support other community districts that might have closings.

Kay Dunham – We would like to see certain things included as budget items, for example, the Carroll Street Bridge, street lights on Franklin Avenue.  Chairman Goldstein – These are all good suggestions, write them down and give them to the Community Board.  Send us the five things that you suggest as budget items and we will include them in the next budget.  Remember we are not here to take comments, we are here to make responses.

Eleanor Rollins – Mr. Chairman, now that you have seen the response, what is the next step?

District Manager – Ms. Rollins, after this hearing tonight and the testimonies we have to submit a response. The response is a written one and will be headed under the different agencies addressing the specific requests and their responses.  For example, request #3, acquire property at 445 Empire Boulevard to provide off street parking for the 71 Precinct.  How do we feel about that response?  We don’t agree with their response.  They may not have the money which is true.  The Police Department protects the entire district.  We have three elected officials, three city council persons to sit down and negotiate with, we need to meet with them now and let them know how we feel.  This is the negotiating period between now and the time the budget is adopted to meet with our elected officials to let them know to put some monies aside so that the precinct can get the cars off the street, find them a garage, a place to park so that seniors can walk the sidewalks, babies can ride in their strollers etc.
By March 3, 2008, we have to send the response; usually no one says anything, so I write a response, saying what we don’t agree with, eventually, someone listens and we get our requests.  That’s how we are able to get things done.

Ruby Hodge said she would like it reflected in the minutes regarding item #3, that as a community we need the 71 Precinct and our police officers to be given quality of life treatment in order to protect us.  Police parking on New York Avenue is hazardous to the residents of Community District 9.  We need to get funds that will provide a parking location for our precincts, so that the residents can enjoy using the sidewalk on New York Avenue.  We are here to learn.  
The District Manager asked, how many board members would like for her to arrange a comprehensive training on the budget process, we have 47 members.  Members answered in the affirmative so the District Manager promised to organize training for the 47 members at Borough Hall and get someone from Office of Management and Budget to provide the training, someone who can explain the process, step by step.

Stuart Balberg – Inaudible.

Chairman Goldstein – The process is the City Council members negotiate with the Mayor.  As a community board we have to contact our City Council members for an honest assessment for us.  To get capital money for any project this year is zero, however, we have to be realistic with what is out there.  To use an example, Governor Spitzer announced a beautiful budget, six days later he trimmed it by hundreds of millions of dollars.  Someone made a phone call to the Governor’s office to say “time out” you have to review this budget a second time.
This is a vital part of the process, we have to keep putting back these items year after year, because if we don’t, we will get nothing.  It sometimes takes us ten years to get one item.  We have to keep the same items.  Some of these budget items are carried over year after year.

Allan Martin Jr – Item #30: Catch Basins in Community District 9.  The Environmental Committee will do the research.  They will canvas the district area to see which catch basins are missing and how we can prevent the area from flooding.  For example, Parkside and Bedford.
Jacqueline Welch – Item #31: improve President Street subway station.  Hasn’t this been done? The District Manager replied, no, there is a new escalator over there, when it is not broken.  

Allan Martin Jr – #1 priority: to acquire property for the permanent relocation of Community District 9’s sanitation garage.  We need to move our present garage located at Winthrop Street and New York Avenue.  It is in a very poor location across the street from Kings County Hospital and the Dialysis Center.  It is also an aged sanitation garage.  The Board is proposing that a state-of-the-art facility be located at 757 Rockaway Avenue, with self cleaning devices, storage, etc.
Question – Is it permissible to have a garage outside of Community District 9 limits?  Chairman Goldstein - Yes, under the City Charter it is permissible.  At one time Community District 9 had two garages for years until we fought to move one out.  It depends upon land space.  The study is already done.  It depends on how long the city will take to bring this to fruition.

EXPENSE BUDGET

Kay Dunham – priority #9:  she would like the number of Fire Marshals to be increased.

Chairman Goldstein – item #17: increase funding for the Forestry Program – Tree Pruning and Stump Removal.  It is recommended that this should be done, but at this time there are no available funds.  We should push our City Council members to make the funding available.  Trees must be pruned because at times they become top heavy and break and fall, such as in the case of Hurricane Katrina.  The Chairman expressed his love for trees, however, he admits that trees can be dangerous, and can cause death and property destruction, if not taken care of.

Public hearing on the request submitted by Hon. Letitia James for the co-naming to Bedford Avenue between Montgomery Street and Sullivan Place in honor of the late Lt. John H. Martinson, who lost his life fighting a fire at Ebbets Field on January 3, 2008.
Bishop Gonzales, Transportation Committee Chair, informed that the committee met on February 11, 2008, and Council Member Letitia James was present.  They discussed the co-naming of the street.  Unfortunately, the committee could not make a recommendation due to the fact that there was not a quorum to do so.

Brenda Scott, President of Ebbets Field Tenants Association said that the association spoke about the fire at Ebbets Field and the tragic death of Lt. John H. Martinson on January 3, 2008.  At their January 9th meeting, there was a moment of silence in Lt. Martinson’s honor.  A decision was made to ask Councilwoman Letitia James to co-name the street in Lt. Martinson’s honor.  Ebbets Field is remembered as the home of the Dodgers Baseball Team and our hero Jackie Robinson.  Many years later we have a hero in Lt. Martinson as he gave his life for the residents of Ebbets Field Housing.

Public hearing on the request submitted by the Hawthorne Street Tenants’ Civic and Community Alliance Organization, PLAGNA and the Crown Heights Youth Collective, for the co-naming of Hawthorne Street between Nostrand and Rogers Avenues, Jeff Herman Place.  In honor of the late P.O. Jeff Herman, who lost his life in 1989 responding to a violent dispute.
Evelyn Williams, President of the Hawthorne Street Tenants Civic and Community Alliance Organization informed that she has been a long time resident of Hawthorne Street since 1971.  She has watched the block go from one of the very best blocks, to the wild, wild west.  Over the years, the block has come a long way.  On May 9, 1989 at 2:30 a.m., P.O. Herman answered a call at 260 Hawthorne Street.  He was met with three shots causing his death three days later.  The resident who made the call is at this time ill and could not be here to testify.  This tribute should have been done a long time ago, but at time the residents did not think it befitting to name the street after such an honorable person to do so because of the fact that the block was at its lowest.  
Over the years, with the 71 Precinct and other organizations, we have moved the block into a more respected one.  As the eighteenth year of the demise of P.O. Jeff Herman approaches, we the above mentioned, along with the 71 Precinct, and the parents and family of P.O. Jeff Herman, would appreciate if the Community Board 9 see it fit to have Hawthorne Street between Rogers Avenue and Nostrand Avenue, co-named P.O. Jeff Herman Place.  It is our hope that we will make the block one of the most beautiful blocks in Brooklyn.
Deputy Inspector Vega, Commander of the 71st Precinct expressed his gratitude for the co-naming of Bedford Avenue between Montgomery Street and Sullivan Place in honor of Lt. Martinson and for the co-naming of Rogers Avenue between Lefferts Avenue and Sterling Street in honor of Officer Russel Timoshenko.  As for naming Hawthorne Street, P.O. Jeff Herman Place, his tour of duty was before his time.  He has however spoken to his wife, his sister and his son, who has now grown into a beautiful young man.  Co-naming the street would mean a lot to the family and to the citizens of Crown Heights.

Evelyn Williams introduced residents from Hawthorne Street who supported the testimony to co-name Hawthorne Street, “P.O. Jeff Herman Place.”

Kay Dunham recalled the last time she saw and spoke with P.O. Jeff Herman at the Precinct Community Breakfast at the Brooklyn Botanical Gardens, a week later he was shot.  It was a sad day for our community.  Co-naming the street would be an honor and she supports the issue.

BUSINESS SESSION

The Business Session began at 8:15 p.m. with 30 members present.

Chairman Jacob Goldstein began by asking for prayers for our Second Vice-Chair Joan Gill as she continues the process of healing. Prayers were also asked for the departed souls of Ed Hightower, former chairman of Community Board 9; the son-in-law of board member Eleanor Rollins; and Mr. Dorsey, founder of Dorsey’s Art Studio on Rogers Avenue.  They will be missed.

MINUTES
The minutes of the January 2008 meeting were presented for correction and adoption.

Corrections – “Stuart Balberg – page 3 paragraph 9, to be deleted and rephrased as follows: “If this Charter School is located in the Mahalia Jackson building, it would raise the self esteem of all the students there.” 

Motion to accept the minutes with the necessary corrections, was made by Samuel Marmulzsteyn and seconded by Eleanor Rollins.  The minutes were adopted.
ANNOUNCEMENT

Ann Marie Adamson representing Brooklyn Borough President Marty Markowitz spoke on the renewal of board membership.  Ms. Adamson informed that letters were sent out to those community board members, whose membership expires 2008, February 22 is the deadline.  There are 25 members up for re-appointment.  It is hoped she will receive 25 applications.  There are also application forms for new members available.  Anyone interested may apply to become a member of Community Board 9.

The Borough President is once again celebrating Black History Month on February 28th at Borough Hall.  Four persons will be honored, Dr. Sharon Antony, John Mossac, Richard Green and Rodney Delion.  All are invited.

Saturday March 1, 2008 at Medgar Evers College from 11:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m., 1150 Carroll Street location.  For further information call the Assemblyman’s office at (718) 756-1776. 
DISTRICT MANAGER’S REPORT – Pearl Miles-Lee

The District Manager reported on the following items:

· 2008 Lien Sale – The Department of Finance mailed 90 day notification letters to people who have liens against their property.  It could be taxes, water, sanitation etc.  The process is a 90 day process.  This year the listing is done not by Community Districts, but rather by boroughs in alphabetical order.  Mrs. Miles-Lee went on-line and the report is ninety pages long.  If anyone is interested on going on-line the website is www.nyc.gov/liensale/finance.  The listing and instructions are there on how to proceed if your property is on that list.  The next mailing will be March 17th, informing that there sixty days left.  The next mailing will be on April 14th informing that there are thirty days left.  May 6th is the last day to pay up.  May 19, 2008, the lien will be sold.  The property is not sold; it is the lien against the property that is sold.  One then has the opportunity to negotiate with whomever bought the lien to get it cleared up and removed from your property. 

The first thing to do if you receive a letter is to contact the city.  This year, senior citizens were not lumped in with everyone else to make it easier on them. To contact the Department of Finance in person go to, 66 John Street, 2nd Floor, Manhattan (212) 504-4039.  There are special provisions for senior citizens at that location as well as for the disabled.  If the lien is water or sewer charges, the agency to contact is N.Y.C. Department of Environmental Protection, (718) 595-7000.  If you are refuting the charges on your property, the Ombudsman’s office is (718) 595-6628.  It is important to get in touch by May 16.  Whoever purchases the lien will add fees and interests on the lien.

Chairman Jacob Goldstein added that there may be people who have received sanitation tickets and ignored them.  This is a serious charge, because within a year, if the ticket is not cleared, your property may have a lien placed on it.  The lien holder has the right to sell the property.  The next thing you know, you don’t own your home.  This is serious, if you know of anyone, please inform them of the steps to be taken.  You might also have a sidewalk and if the city fixes it, it will cost you.  The interest might be up to 21%.

· The library on Maple Street will be reopened to the public on March 3, 2008.  

· The Crown Heights Mediation Center is having a photo contest.  Flyers and application forms are in the back.

· Citizens Committee has issued applications for Better Neighborhood Awards, Dress up Your Neighborhood Awards and Dress up Your School Awards.  Applications can be accessed at www.citizensnyc.org.

· A traffic signal has been approved for Brooklyn Avenue and Midwood Street.  It will be installed by May 2008.

· Post Office examinations deadline is May.   You can register by phone by calling (478) 757-3199, or register online at www.usps.com/employment.

· Transit Authority Bus operators are needed.  An exam is necessary and February 26, 2008 is the deadline for filing application.

· Community Tax Aid is offering free tax help; it is for anyone needing assistance, contact (212) 613-3101.  There are offices in different neighborhoods.

· Assemblyman Karin Camara will be hosting a forum on citizenship on Saturday March 1, 2008 at Medgar Evers College from 11am to 3pm located at 1150 Carroll Street.  For further information, call the Assemblyman’s office at 718-756-1776.
· N.Y.S. Democratic Conference and the United States Banking on Finance is having a free conference to discuss finances, mortgages etc. on Sunday March 2, 2008 at Medgar Evers College from 12:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.  Various elected officials will be present to give information on banking, etc.

· The District Manager attended a beautiful ceremony at P.S. 91.  Each year for the past 30 years, the U.S. Postal Service and The U.S. Government honors a black leader in Black History Month.  This year P.S. 91 was chosen to unveil the stamp for Charles W. Chesnut.  The students at P.S. 91 did research on Mr. Chestnut.  They spoke, danced etc. and it was a perfect rendition.  Community Board 9 was given a picture to hang in the board office.  The teacher in charge was Mr. Mark Tully who has been a stamp collector since he was a child.  He is working with the students to develop a love of stamp collecting.  He shows them how they can learn about other countries, cultures, birds, anything through stamp collecting.  The event was a great honor for P.S. 91 and our community.
COMMITTEES’ REPORTS
Environmental Protection Committee – Allan Martin Jr – See written report. 
Only two members were present for the meeting.  For the Adopt a Basket Program, we would like to see a basket on every corner.  This will help reduce litter and rodents in our community.  The committee would like to recruit new members by reaching out to organizations in the community.

Parks Recreation and Culture Committee – Michael Cetera
Hamilton Metz Park at East New York and Albany Avenues, Mr. Harmon informed that if the budget remained intact the Parks Department will proceed with the upgrading of the park.   The Board is proposing an exercise area, on behalf of area residents, which was not in the original scope of the project.
Councilmember James is aware of Community Board 9 requests for funding for the archeological dig at Clove Road.  
Youth Services Committee –  Dion Ashman – See written report.

Transportation Committee – Bishop Hamilton Gonzales
There were only two people in attendance at the meeting.  There were two visitors from the Department of Transportation, Mr. Galgano and Mr. Marks.  Regarding attendance, Bishop Gonzalez would like members on the committee to see her after the meeting.  The situation is frustrating and she would not like to have to write letters to the Board regarding members non-attendance.

The two visitors, Mr. John Galgano and Mr. Edward Marks discussed the kiosks which the Department of Transportation will be deploying in the downstate area that will be accessed by hand touch.  Also that the code 511 will help us in terms of our transportation, regarding the MTA.  Where we are, where we want to go, etc.  If a train is derailed or obstructed with regards to transportation we would know.  It was learned that persons coming to the New York area can easily identify where they want to go.  There will be information centers and experts to tell them how to proceed by road or mass transit.

The District Manager added that the kiosks did not come into existence through the MTA.  They were the brainchild of one of our members Stanley Harwich.  At present he cannot come to the board meetings but he has been a member for over 30 years.  The kiosks grew out of one of the problems we faced at the time when we had to pay two fares to get around the district.  The community board was able to obtain federal and state funding for the project that would put kiosks in the hospitals and one in the community.  So far we have had them installed in Kingsboro Psychiatric Center, Downstate Medical Center and Kingsbrook Jewish Medical Center.  
People use it to find get around the hospital, to find a doctor who cannot be easily found.  You put the doctors’ name in the kiosk and it will tell you where the doctor can be found.  It will also give you a map of the directions needed to reach the doctor.  The next phase of the project now is to pick a site in the community to place the outdoor kiosk.  That is the reason why Mr. John Galgano and Mr. Edward Marks, attended the Transportation Committee meeting.  
There will be several meetings arranged for the community’s input on where they would like the kiosk to be located.  There are some locations in mind such as Flatbush Avenue, Ocean Avenue, and Empire Boulevard, because there are wider sidewalks around that area near the park.  Also the 71 Precinct, where it will be more protected.  There is however no decision as to the location of the kiosk.

As a result of this project, the state is now looking at putting the same kind of kiosks in public places, shopping malls in Staten Island, etc. using this model.  Another addition the state will be using is the 511 system where for example, if you would like to go to Albany, you can use the kiosks to find out weather conditions, etc.  The great thing about this project is that it grew from a Community Board 9 idea.

Chairman Goldstein said things may take a long time but when we work together they can be accomplished.
Health and Social Services Committee – Myrtle Roberson
Ms. Roberson reported that due to weather conditions and the observance of Lent, the meeting was not held.  She brought to the meeting’s attention a news report on The Evelyn Douglin Center’s squandering of money which was designed to benefit the clients of the center.  The next committee meeting will be on March 13, 2008, at the library.

Housing Committee – Gwen Carter

Ms. Rosemarie Perry reported on behalf of the Housing Committee.  She stated that a meeting was held on January 29th, in attendance was a speaker from Neighborhood Housing Services of East Flatbush who addressed the issues of foreclosure prevention, first time home buyers, etc.  The committee at their next meeting would like to examine renting and the different services that are available, working with various politicians on home loans, etc.
CHAIRMAN’S REPORT – Rabbi Jacob Goldstein
The Chairman reported that at the Executive Committee meeting we discussed a recalcitrant board member who as of tonight has missed 5 board meetings.  Gabriel Prince was sent several letters, he has not responded.  At the meeting a vote was taken.  The vote was unanimous to remove Gabriel Prince from the membership of Community Board 9.  He is a new member and has only attended one meeting.

Motion for removal was seconded by Allan Martin, Jr.  Voting: Yes - 21, No - 2, Abstain - 5.  Mr. Gabriel Prince has been removed as a member of Community Board 9.

VOTING ITEMS
Capital Budget 
A motion was moved by Samuel Marmulszteyn, seconded by Myrtle Roberson not to accept the responses by the agencies on the Capital Budget.  Voting: Yes – 27, No – 2, Abstain – 0.
Expense Budget 

A motion was moved that the board strongly reject the responses of the agencies and that we meet with our elected officials to seek funding for our priority requests.

Voting: Yes - 28, No - 0, Abstain - 0, Unanimous
Co-naming of Streets

The request by the Hon. Letitia James for the co-naming of Bedford Avenues between Montgomery Street and Sullivan Place in honor of the late Lt. John H. Martinson who lost his life fighting a fire at Ebbets Field Houses on January 3, 2008.  Motion to accept the request was made by Frank Nicholas and seconded by Denise Thomas.  Voting: Yes - 28, No - 0, Abstain - 0, Unanimous

The request submitted by the Hawthorne Street Tenants Civic and Community Alliance Organization, PLGNA and the Crown Heights Youth Collective, for the co-naming of Hawthorne Street between Nostrand and Rogers Avenues, “P.O. Jeff Herman Place” in honor of the late P.O. Jeff Herman, who lost his life in 1989 responding to a violent dispute.  Motion to accept the request was made by Stuart Balberg and seconded by Brenda Hutto.  Voting – Yes - 28, No - 0, Abs - 0, Unanimous

Adjournment

A motion to adjourn was made by Carl Morgan and seconded by Frank Nicholas.  The meeting adjourned at 9:00 p.m.

Respectfully submitted

Shelia Foster-Golding

Secretary
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