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PUBLIC SESSION
The meeting was chaired by 2nd Vice Chairperson, Joan Gill in the absence of Chairman Rabbi Jacob Goldstein

New York State Law and the US Department of Justice require that lever (voting) machines be phased out by September 1, 2007.  New York State is the last state to become compliant with the Help America Vote Act (HAVA).  Decisions are being made by the counties (within NYS) in March.  The average voter may not be aware of the choices that are available and whether or not they can have input in the process.  Ms. Marjorie Gersten of the Taskforce for Election Integrity will make a presentation to bring awareness of this matter to the community.  She will discuss security and costs issues with the two voting machine systems selections
Ms. Marjorie Gersten informed that because of the hanging chads in 2002, we now have a bipartisan problem and solution that has to be addressed.  There is no industry at this time to support the selection through technology.  The Tuck screen machine has not had adequate testing to prove that they work in an electronic election.  The state law insists that we take away the “lever” to be replaced with two systems.  They do not have the right to make such decisions, but they will by March.  The suggestion is that we could do paper ballots or scanners, hand mark paper ballots that they can be electronically scanned.

The electronic machines would work like the ATM machines but ATM’s in the banks are audited at all times.  These will never be audited.   It wouldn’t be adequately tested.  It is junk.  The DRE touch screens everything is concealed, everything is secret and privatized.  Paper trail with the DRE is really the computers auditing themselves. They are insufficient to recall votes.  There is a lot of insecurity with the touch screen machine.  The machines are about 5 ft wide 300 lbs. they are unnecessary.  In addition to the purchase cost, there is a continuing cost, maintenance and storage.  It is very expensive.
Ms Gerstein’s suggestion is that we need to get involved because we assume that great decisions will be made.  The DRE is expensive it is not the best option.  The paper ballot with the optical scanner is better.  As of last week nothing passed certification.  There will be a summit this week with the Dept of Justice because we are mandated to notify the public that everything is in place for 2007.  What do we do if it doesn’t pass certification?  Are we going to buy things that don’t work ending in bad elections?

The reason is paper ballots worked for 20 years they are made by different vendors.  At this time the three major vendors are overloaded.  They cannot ship anything.  We need to feel confident when we vote.  The paper ballot is the better choice at this time.

Questions and Answers
Stuart Balberg (inaudible).  Answer – what we are talking about here is a problem one at a time.  With paper ballot we can control it a lot better.

Sam Marmulzsteyn – my son can vote in four different places.  These are the problems we know about.  We cannot control the problems that exist inside, we only have a 3% spot check.

Community resident – in what way is PBO safer?  Anything mechanical is better than electronic, I prefer lever.

Stanley Harwich – what happens if the manufacturers have political support?  This is what we have to avoid, taking it out of their hands.  It is a high degree of trust, we don’t trust our government at this point.

Eleanor Rollins – how do we get the vote out of the machine?  Which states use the electronic machine?  Three states now use the electronic machine.  Since 2000, we are very suspicious of every aspect of voting.  A lot of states rushed in in 2002 and bought a lot of the paper ballot machines there is not enough safeguard in the paper trail.  Go to the website and you will get a listing.

Denise Mann – I am concerned about the paper ballot and the scanning, what comes out to tally the vote? I would have to call you and give you the website so you can get the information.
Emma White – what happens when the machine breaks down?  The machine breaks down try the paper ballot.  If it breaks down, it is spontaneously removed when the paper printer foils up, then the whole machine breaks down, then you get long lines.  Paper ballot is very professional.

Inaudible question.  Answer – I think we have to choose.  The sooner the better.  I think the paper ballot is the better choice.  I think they are trying to use young people by using the computer.  They have been trying to get rid of the lever machine.  It was due to last 100 years it is now 40 years. The best bet is to go with the PBO.

There will be training on the machines on January 23, 2007 at Medgar Evers College. Go to the Board of Elections website or call 718-624-8384.

2nd Vice Chair Joan Gill thanked Ms Gerstein for her informative presentation.

BUSINESS SESSION
The business session began at 8:07 p.m. with 28 members present.

Minutes

The minutes of the November 2006 meeting will be presented at the next board meeting.

District Manager’s Report
District Manager Pearl Miles stated that she did not have an update on the construction in the board office, other than to say it is moving along.

Ms. Miles wished everyone a happy Hannukah, Kwanzaa and a merry Christmas.  She looks forward to working with everyone in the new year.  “We have two new committee chairs, who as you see are planning a lot of exciting things, so please join with us as we move forward into the new year.”

Committees’ Reports
Youth Services – Dion Ashman
The committee is focusing on a youth speak out. The suggested venue is Medgar Evers College in March to coincide with Women’s History Month.  This will be a speak out strictly for girls or young ladies in high school. There will be guest speakers for the event.  At a later date there will be a speak out for young men.  Please see the written report.

Mark Roberts, Dean of Syracuse University School of Architecture is desperately seeking young men and women of color interested in pursuing a 5-year degree in Architecture.  He is deeply committed to bringing diversity to this field.  He is awarding 10 scholarships fully covered.  For further information call Mark Roberts, Dean, Syracuse University School of Architecture 315-443-2255.
Masters of Art Teaching Program to 4-year college free of charge – www.clemson.edu. 

Education – Richard Anderson
The committee suggested a collaboration with the Youth Services Committee and schools in our district to sponsor a “PTA” Parental Involvement Week.  This event will take place during the spring of 2007, to promote awareness of the importance of parental involvement in our children’s education.

Public Safety – Aldith Clarke (see written report)

Chairman’s Report

Ms. Miles reported on the condition of the Chairman’s mother. Today there seems to be come complications.  The chairman and other family members were at the hospital with her.  The chairman is once again asking for everyone’s prayers for her swift recovery.

Board member Carl Morgan was hit by a car as he was walking home.  He was in the hospital for about a week before his family knew where he was.  He had to have surgery for a broken pelvic and other injuries.  He is still in the hospital undergoing therapy. Please pray for his recovery.
Removal of Board Members Leslie Davis and Ingrid Lewis-Martin
Leslie Davis acknowledged that she received the letter stating that she will be dropped for non-attendance.  Ms. Davis claimed that she emailed Rabbi Goldstein explaining the reason for her delinquent behavior. This was due to a program which she directs which was in jeopardy.  This prevented her from attending the meetings since June 2006.

Motion for the removal of Leslie Davis and Ingrid Lewis-Martin from the board for lack of attendance and participation was made by Eleanor Rollins and seconded by Denise Mann.

Discussion on the motion – Ms. Davis claimed that she was injured in August and asked if someone could represent her.  She emailed the office.  Ms. Miles asked what email address was it sent to since she checked emails everyday.  Ms. Miles also advised that the correspondence from the chairman requested a response in writing.

Jannie Johnson asked what has Ms. Davis done about the correspondence that was sent to her from the board.  Ms. Davis said she sent emails.  She had problems with the children she had to go to court on various occasions which prevented her from attending board meetings.

Voting
Board members voted 28 in favor, 1 abstention to terminate both members.
Adjournment

Motion to adjourn was made by Maurice Jean-Baptiste seconded by Jannie Johnson.  Meeting adjourned at 8:30 pm, followed by a collation for the holiday.

Respectfully submitted

Shelia Foster-Golding

January 23, 2007

