COMMUNITY BOARD 9

890 NOSTRAND AVENUE

BROOKLYN, NY 11225

MINUTES OF THE 

COMMUNITY BOARD MEETING

HELD ON TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 27, 2007

MIDDLE SCHOOL 61 AUDITORIUM

400 EMPIRE BOULEVARD, BROOKLYN, NY 11225

Members Present


Members Present


Members Absent
Dion Ashman



Tessa Hackett-Vieira


Richard Anderson - sick

Stuart Balberg



Brenda Hutto



Rev. Phyllis Brown - sick

Pitrani Basit



Maurice Jean-Baptiste


Michael Cetera AIA - sick

Montague Burke


Alva Love



Chaz Crowder

Norva Butler



Sam Marmulzsteyn


Jonnel Doris
Gwen Carter



Rosemarie Perry


Joan Gill
Aldith Clarke



Romania Roachford


Theopia Green
Rhonda Donaldson


Karlene Robinson


Constantine Hall - sick
Shelia Foster-Golding


Eleanor Rollins


S. Hamilton-Gonsales – emergency
Jacob Goldstein


Joseph Speilman


Stanley Harwich - sick
Nachum Gross



Denise Thomas 


Aron Hershkop
Izak Cohen



Jacqueline Welch


Jannie Johnson










Lewis Johnson
ELECTED OFFICIALS/AGENCY REPRESENTATIVES PRESENT
Shmuel Light










Denise Mann
Princess Jackson - Hon. Darlene Mealy




Dr. Marco Mason

Ray Martin – Hon. Letitia James





Carl B. Morgan - sick

Ana Lipkind – Hon. Karim Camara





Frank Nicholas

Wayne Williams – Hon. Hakeem Jeffries




Myrtle Roberson

Reuven Lipkind – Hon. Eric Adams





Zvi Russell

Hon. Olanike Alabi – State Committee Woman



Yvonne Straker - sick

Denise Peterson – Kings County Hospital Center



Kevin Yard

P.O. Timothy Mercer - NYPD

Neil Harmon – Parks and Recreation

William Boone III – Medgar Evers College

Carl Cohen – 71 Pct Community Council 
Beginning early 2007, the New York City Fire Department is participating in the SmartCPR Trial.  The SmartCPR Trial is an international, randomized pre-hospital trial that will compare a new automated external defibrillator (AED) technology to the technology currently used by the FDNY and other EMS agencies around the world.  Dr. John Friese, Office of Medical Affairs, FDNY will advise the community on the existence and nature of the study.
Dr. John Friese informed that on November 28, 2005, the New York Heart Association put out new guidelines – the biggest change in conducting CPR.  We were always taught that if someone was having a cardiac arrest we always knew that the patients who lived are the patients whose hearts are defibrillated.  The patients are shocked.  The chance of shocking the patient is the chance that the patient would live.  Research shows that patients whose hearts topped, if you get to them within four to five minutes and give them CPR in 3 minutes, then shock them, they actually do better.

The problem with any system, like the Fire Department is that the resource is sent to anyone whom it is thought the heart has stopped.  It doesn’t require that we know, all we have to say is the patient has signs that we think it might be a cardiac arrest.  It takes us 5 minutes and 14 seconds to hit the door of that individual.  Maybe they had a cardiac arrest 5 minutes before calling 911, perhaps they were still breathing before we knock on the door, we just don’t know.

There are really two standards of care out there.  The American Heart Association says that they may decide to do CPR immediately or, they might decide to shock, it leaves to the system.  Unfortunately it might not be the best thing for every patient.  Based on research by the city they have decided to do CPR first.  It might be more beneficial. It always depends on the time we get there, now we have to decide which system to use.  We don’t know if the shock is better than the CPR again it depends on the patient.  At this time half of the defibrillators are equipped with the new technology while the other half remains the same.  In the next two to three years we hope to be equipped with the new technology.  We will figure out whether to give CPR to everyone or to shock everyone, that will be figured out.   

The new system makes good sense but no one has ever proven it.  The City of New York has never done anything like this before.  The defibrillators when they arrive could be on or they could be off, and the people using them don’t know.  The advantage of the study is that we are not keeping anybody from getting standard care.  If you get one box you are getting one standard of care.  If you get the other box you are still getting the standard care as set forth by the American Heart Association.
It will be another three years before we can tell the outcome of the study.  One thing we do know is that everyone will get standard care.  Like any clinical study there is something to worry about, that is the device and that we do not end up harming anybody.  The Investigation Review Board has set up an independent agency to investigate if something goes wrong.  We also have a data board to keep account, like other cities do.  This will tell us whether to continue of stop so that we will not subject the patient to any kind of problem.  When the study is up the city will have a website up and running. It is not up yet, I cannot give you a date but we hope soon.

Questions and Answers

Pearl Miles – you said that in the case of a cardiac arrest and the person does not know whether the defibrillator is on or off, then what happens to the patient?  Answer – they would be getting everything that they have been given in the past ten years.  The difference is that one of the systems mathematically takes a second less time.  Both will be checked, and they will get shock one way or another, it is just the timing that is different.  Both will do the job.
Gwen Carter – is the IRB under the same environment or what? Answer - The IRB is not housed within the Fire Dept because of conflict.  They have separate boards.  Their board includes one extra stipulation which they brought in from the outside to do the research.  They also have several physicians, lawyers and other ethical folks with Phd’s, that board is not the Fire Dept’s board.  They review the study and give the Fire Dept the procedures to proceed.  The Fire Dept discussed with them and gives them their information.

Rollins (inaudible).  Answer – the EMT’s have been trained.  The Fire Dept is beginning to be trained in that area.  Regarding the study, the Fire Dept has not done anything for it as yet.

Audience question – what is the average number of cardiac arrests that you have?  Answer – about 575 per year. Across the city we have about 7,000 cardiac arrests per year, of those the Fire Dept gets there about half of the time.  The EMT trucks get there about a quarter of the time.  Most of the time it’s the firefighters or the engine companies that get there most of the time.  The rest are companies who do contract for the Fire Dept.
Cohen (inaudible).  Answer – if the machine is turned on it will give both shock and CPR.  If the machine is not turned on it will give shock.  There will be a two minute delay to tell which one the patient gets.  Either way you will get shock or CPR.  Everyone will get CPR for a few seconds.  Everyone will get CPR after the shock.  Everyone will get two of the American Heart Association’s care.

Audience question – how can we avail ourselves of such resources?  Answer – when the website is up there will be information on training.  For now you can go to the American Heart Association website, the American Red Cross website or the Fire Dept website, all of these will give you information on classes available.
Chairman Goldstein thanked Dr. Friese for the presentation as he reminded the community that these are the types of information we need to know about the people who are helping the community.
Public hearing on the responses to Community Board 9’s Capital and Expense Budget requests contained in the Mayor’s FY 2008 Preliminary Budget
Chairman Goldstein explained that we submitted our budget requests to the city, the city is I return giving us their responses.  The responses were mailed out to members earlier.

Expense Budget

Gwen Carter – item #13 in the expense budget, purchase additional computers for the Eastern Parkway Branch Library, I don’t understand their response.  DM Pearl Miles explained that the hearing was an opportunity for the board to say whether they agreed with the responses.  Do you have problems with the response?  The agency is saying that this is not necessary or they don’t have the money, etc, do you disagree with the response?  Ms Carter – I disagree with the response.

Rollins – item #6 “provide funding to purchase 10,000 CPR kits” does this have anything to do with the new study just mentioned?  Chairman Goldstein, no this is different from the study.  Pearl Miles said that these are two different things.  The Fire Dept has asked that this item be included in our requests.  Every year they get a new set the Fire Dept goes out into the community to organizations, train them, give them the kit so that in an emergency people are able to use them.
Capital Budget

Marmulzsteyn – Item #32 “implement a catch basin construction project in the district” what does this mean?  Ms. Miles – the agency is saying that further study is needed and is requesting a meeting to discuss.  This is an encouraging response; the district manager will set up a meeting.

Eleanor Rollins said that speed humps should be placed on President Street by St. Marks Day School; there are three schools in the area which is subjected to accidents among children.  Chairman Goldstein advised that a letter should be sent to the District Manager requesting the speed humps on the streets that are prone to accidents.  The district manager will work with DOT on the matter.  District Manager Pearl Miles advised to get signed petitions from the residents and homeowners on the blocks for which she was requesting speed humps to send along with the letter.  We will ask DOT to do a feasibility study to determine the appropriate traffic safety devices that should be installed on the streets you requested. Chairman Goldstein, follow what the DM has said.  Address the letter and petition to Pearl Miles, District Manager, Community Board 9, 890 Nostrand Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11225.  By doing this we will begin the process and the district manager will be on top of it.
Hazel Phillips said that she had been evicted from her address illegally.  The chairman said that every problem was important to the community board, however on a personal matter he would rather it be discussed personally, either send a letter to the district manager, or see him after the meeting.

BUSINESS SESSION
Minutes of the January 2007 meeting
Ms. Rollins said that the line “Ms. Rollins said she did not understand the process that was explained by Ms. Miles…” should be struck from the record.  The minutes of the January 2007 meeting were adopted with the necessary corrections on a motion by Izak Cohen seconded by Rosemarie Perry.

District Manager’s Report 
· Ms. Miles reported that the owner had advised that the board would be able to move back into the premises within the next two weeks.  
· She is looking to hire a community assistant; information regarding the position is in the back of the room and on the board’s website.  Send resume and cover letter to her attention at 890 Nostrand Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11225, deadline is March 16th.

Committees’ Reports
Education Committee – Richard Anderson.  Mr. Anderson is sick; he will have a report ready for the next meeting.

Youth Services Committee – Dion Ashman (see written report)

Housing – Gwen Carter (see written report).  Ms. Carter emphasized the lack of attendance by board members to conduct meetings.

Health and Social Services – Myrtle Roberson (see written report).
Chairman’s Report
Chairman Goldstein reported on the following:

· The demise of former Deputy Brooklyn Borough President Jeanette Gadson, a neighbor and long time friend and a resident of this community.  Ms. Gadson was a friend for more than 30 years, she was always straightforward, a voice of reason, someone you could talk to, she will be missed.

· He visited the board’s office on Friday, all the difficult parts are completed.  They are doing the painting and flooring.  Before we move in there will be a final inspection by the city to make sure everything is done.  Upon completion everything will be different.

The chairman acknowledged the following persons:  Ana Lipkind – Hon. Karim Camara, Reuven Lipkind – Hon. Eric Adams, Ray Martin – Hon. Letitia James, Princess Jackson – Hon. Darlene Mealy, Olanike Alabi – State Committee Woman, Carl Cohen – 71 Precinct Community Council, Neil Harmon – Parks Dept, Denise Peterson – KCHC, William Boone, Medgar Evers College.

Neil Harmon announced that the Parks Department will be hiring lifeguards aged 16 and over.  For information visit www.nyc.gov. See flyers at the back or call 311.
Mayor Bloomberg has launched the PlaNYC – website www.nyc.gov-planyc2030. The plan states that by the year 2030 nearly one million more people will be living in NYC in the meantime the infrastructure is getting older and our environment will be at risk.  Challenges will involve housing, increased traffic congestion, aging subways and tunnels, plants, less space for recreation, air and water quality, etc.  By the year 2030 more than 2 million people will live too far away from a park, the plan is aiming to ensure that New Yorkers live no more than 10 minutes from a park.  For more information visit the website.

Olanike Alabi made the following announcements: 

· The bus ride to Albany was a success thanks to all those who attended. 

· Reminded everyone of the earned income tax credit for people who earn less than $38,000 a year.  Flyers are in the back. 

· The governor’s budget on education and health care has been drastically cut to private hospitals.  On March 15th there will be a march in the city on health care; we would like people to participate.

· It is unlikely that New York will be getting the new voting machines at this time, they might not be ready before 2009, will keep you posted.
Reuven Lipkind announced that Senator Eric Adams wants us to know that he is not in favor of the governor’s budget cuts; he will not support these cuts at the expense of education and health care.

Voting

Capital Budget – motion made by Stuart Balberg seconded by Jacqueline Welch to accept the items in the capital budget.  Voting 21- yes, 0-no, abstentions – 0.

Expense Budget – motion made by Maurice Jean-Baptiste seconded by Brenda Hutto to accept the budget as discussed.  Voting: 20-yes, 0-no, 1-abstention.

Removal of Board Members

Chairman Goldstein informed that Rabbi Light has tendered his resignation from the board for personal reasons.  Board member Denise Thomas has submitted a letter of explanation to the board regarding her absences from board meeting, therefore although she was voted for removal this will be rescinded at this time.

Kevin Yard received warning letters he has not submitted a response. He is also absent from this meeting.  The Executive Committee recommends removal from the board.  Motion seconded by Sam Marmulzsteyn.  There was no discussion on the motion.  Voting 13-yes, 1-no, 8-abstentions.  Board member is removed.
Lewis Johnson received warning letters, he has not responded, he is absent from this meeting.  The Executive Committee recommends removal, seconded by Jacqueline Welch.  Discussion – Mr. Johnson was here in January.  Chairman Goldstein – he received letters regarding his absences, he did not respond and he is not here tonight, he has been absent from three or more consecutive meetings.  We cannot function as a board if members do not attend committee or board meetings.  We need live bodies to work on implementing changes in the community.  Voting 12-yes, 0-no, 10-abstentions.  Board member is removed.

Adjournment
Motion to adjourn was made by Gwen Carter seconded by Nochum Gross. The meeting adjourned at 8:30 pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Shelia Foster-Golding

Secretary

March 27, 2007
