COMMUNITY BOARD 9
890 NOSTRAND AVENUE

BROOKLYN, NY 11225

MINUTES OF THE 

COMMUNITY BOARD MEETING

HELD ON TUESDAY, JANUARY 23, 2007

MIDDLE SCHOOL 61 AUDITORIUM

400 EMPIRE BOULEVARD, BROOKLYN, NY 11225

Members Present


Members Present



Members Absent
Richard Anderson


Bishop Sylveta Hamilton-Gonzales

Pitrani Basit - sick

Dion M. Ashman


Aaron Hershkop



Michael Cetera, A.I.A.

Stuart Balberg



Brenda Hutto




Joan Gill – sick

Rev. Phyllis Brown


Maurice Jean-Baptiste



Tessa Hackett-Vieira
Montague Burke


Jannie Johnson



Constantine Hall – sick

Norva Butler



Lewis Johnson




Stanley Harwich – sick

Gwen Carter



Alva Love




Shmuel Light

Aldith Clarke



Denise Mann




Samuel Marmulzsteyn
Izak Cohen



Frank Nicholas



Dr. Marco Mason

Chaz Crowder



Rosemarie Perry



Carl B. Morgan – sick

Rhonda Donaldson


Myrtle Roberson



Romania Roachford

Jonnel Doris



Karlene Robinson



Zvi Russell

Shelia Foster-Golding


Eleanor Rollins



Denise Thomas

Rabbi Jacob Goldstein

Rabbi Joseph Speilman


Kevin Yard

Theopia Green



Yvonne Straker 





Nochum Gross


Jacqueline Welch

ELECTED OFFICIALS/AGENCY REPRESENTATIVES PRESENT
Y. Segal – Hon. Darlene Mealy
Carolyn Sanders-James – Hon. Michael Bloomberg

Lisa White/Reuven Lipkind – Hon. Eric Adams

Nancy Ramos – Hon. Yvette Clarke

Hon. Jessie Hamilton – District Leader

Hyacinth Spence – Human Rights Commission

Denise Peterson – Kings County Hospital Center

Wayne Williams – Hon. Hakeem Jeffries

Hon. Olanike Alabi – State Committee Woman

Val Henry – Hon. Ed Towns
Hasani Pratts/C. Lipkind – Hon. Karim Camara

Ms. Margaret Tapp, Training/Technical Assistant Specialist, Community Service Society, will address the Board on “MentorUP” a mentoring program of the Retired and Senior Volunteer Program (RSVP), that empowers young people ages 13-18 in career goal-setting activities and/or academic enrichment.  RSVP is seeking male volunteers 55+ willing to share their life experiences to inspire young people.
The MentorUP Program consists of over 600 agencies and independent not-for-profit organizations which has been in existence for over 150 years.  The MentorUP Program is for anyone over 50 years of age.  Anyone who has free time to offer your help will be greatly appreciated.  The program has children from 13-18 years of age.  If you are a young person or know of such persons within that age group who has leadership qualities and an inspire other youths, this program is for them too.  

At this time the program is seeking male volunteer 55+ years who are willing to share their life experiences to inspire young people.  It is a voluntary program, however there is reimbursement for transportation.

Gwen Garter – how do you get to become a site?  Ms. Tapp said that the information was in the handout she distributed.

Chairman Goldstein thanked Ms. Tapp for her presentation.

BUSINESS SESSION
Minutes of the November 2006 Meeting
The minutes of the November 2006 meeting was adopted on a motion by Gwen Carter seconded by Izak Cohen.

Minutes of the December 2006 Meeting
The minutes of the December 2006 meeting was adopted on a motion by Jannie Johnson seconded by Rosemarie Perry.

District Manager’s Report
· District Manager Pearl Miles apprized the Board that the office reconstruction program is moving along, she has been asked to pick out paint colors and tile colors.  It is hoped that the work will be completed over the next three weeks.
· Information on the availability of affordable apartments for senior citizens is available at the back of the room.  If you know of a senior in need of affordable housing, please take the information to them.
· The US Postal Service is hiring for different positions, please see information in back of room or go online to www.usps.com.

· The Suffolk County Police Department is recruiting, the starting salary for a Police Officer is $58,000, applications can be downloaded from the department’s website at www.joinscpd.com 

· A Contractor’s Expo is being held for people interested in contracts with the City.  Contact 212-863-5322 for further information.

· Volunteer Community Advisory Board Members are needed for Office of Children’s Services residential facility at 1125 Carroll Street.  Contact the district manager for further information.

· Board member Carl Morgan is recuperating from his injuries he sustained in the accident.  He sends his thanks to all those who called, sent cards, or said a prayer. He hopes to be back in March.

Committees’ Reports 

Education Committee – Richard Anderson

Richard Anderson reported that there was a joint meeting of members of the Education, Youth Services an Public Safety Committees and members of the public to discuss the issue of the Empire Roller Rink.  Representatives of the Roller Rink gave an update on the establishment which was serving the community for over 50 years.  The skating rink security is in place, they have updated their security to make it safe for their customers.
Community residents gave testimonies on the necessity of having such a place in the community especially of the importance of the skating rink to the youth, where they feel it is a home away from home and they feel safe from inappropriate behavior in the streets.
Richard Anderson said that the 71 Precinct was not at the meeting because there was a hostage situation in the community the same night as the meeting.

Councilmember Letitia James said that the owner has lost his cabaret license for “teen night” which is on Friday nights.  There is a rumor going around that the building is sold to become co-ops, etc.  This is just a rumor, the building has not been sold. She is working with the owner of the establishment to get his cabaret license back in place.  The councilmember said “We need this establishment in the community.”

Chairman Goldstein thanked Richard Anderson and Councilmember James for alerting the community that the building is not sold.

Housing – Gwen Carter
Ms. Carter reported that she has been unable to convene a meeting to discuss the Vito Lopez Bill for Tax Abatement.  This being the situation she is presenting the Bill to the full board for a vote.  Everyone got a copy of the bill in the mail.  A motion was made by Eleanor Rollins seconded by Jannie Johnson to support Assemblyman Vito Lopez’s bill.  Members voted in support of the motion.

Environmental Protection – Izak Cohen

Mr. Cohen brought a motion to support Intro 392 from City Council member Hon. David Yasky that would protect homeowners from the unfair issuance of sidewalk litter tickets.  The motion was seconded by Monty Burke.  Members voted in favor of the motion.
Jannie Johnson reported on the following items:

· Uncle Sam could owe you money.  If you paid federal excise tax on long distance phone service during the last three years you might be eligible for a telephone tax refund.  The standard refund is $30 to $50 and it could be even more.  Go to www.irs.gov for details or call 1-800-829-4477 and select recorded tax topic #611.

· Scholarships are available to students who will be attending a 4-year college.  The students must maintain at lease a “B” average.  For further information see brochure at back of the room.

· Careers in janitorial services is a specialized vocational training program for individuals with developmental disabilities, ages 18 and older.  Candidates are prepared for a career in janitorial services with good starting salaries and an opportunity for advancement.  They will learn various janitorial techniques, hands on training in various janitorial tasks at renowned NYC health care institutions, using aseptic techniques.  For further information go to www.ahrenyc.org or 57 Willoughby Street, 4th floor, Brooklyn, NY 11201, Natalya Lapitskaya at 718-246-1930.
· She attended a meeting at the Dept of Education on the curriculum for JHS.  There are problems within the JHS system, the students are failing.  The DOE is looking into alternative plans in changing the curriculum.

District Manager Pearl Miles added that the Human Resources Administration is looking for Social Workers who are fluent in Russian, Chinese and English.  Anyone who is interested should send their resume by January 29, 2007. Call 718-262-3150 or fax 718-262-2669.

Chairman’s Report
· Chairman Rabbi Goldstein stated that he was delighted that the renovations on the board office is moving along and that everything should be in place upon completion.

· He is happy to report that his mother, who kept him away from the past two board meetings is out of the hospital and recovering.  Thanks to everyone for their prayers throughout these difficult times.

· There will be a meeting with all the committee chairpersons at the Brooklyn Museum on January 30th 2007 at 7:00 pm.  All committee chairs are reminded to attend.

· The Brooklyn Borough President Marty Markowitz will hold the State of the Borough address on February 2007 at Steinway Studios located in the Brooklyn Navy Yard, Flushing and Washington Avenues, at 5:30 pm.

The chairman acknowledged Councilmember Letitia James, Nancy Ramos for Congresswoman Yvette Clarke, Hasani Pratts for Assemblyman Karim Camara, Wayne Williams for Councilman Hakeem Jeffries, Val Henry for Congressman Ed Towns, Lisa White for Senator Eric Adams, Carolyn Sanders-James for Mayor Bloomberg.
Questioning of Treasurer’s Report

Board member Eleanor Rollins asked board members if they did not have a problem with the board treasurer’s report that was received in the mail.  Ms. Rollins indicated that she has a problem with the numbers for the postage, what did the board spend $10,000 on postage for?  She believes this amount is excessive and is not accounted for.  Ms. Rollins said that from her calculations the board has spent money for services they have not received
District Manager Pearl Miles gave a detailed explanation on the board’s account with Pitney Bowes.   $10,000 was duly requisitioned according to established City of New York procedures.  This amount was then deposited -  $10,000 - into the board’s postage account with Pitney Bowes.  According to new federal regulations all transactions are done electronically.  The money is in the board’s account to be used as needed.

Ms. Rollins said she still did not understand the process that was explained by Ms. Miles.  Chairman Goldstein said that the matter would be addressed at the next Executive Committee meeting.

Hasani Pratts said that Assemblyman Camara is planning a job fair for February 22nd 2007.  Call 718-756-1776 for more information.

ADJOURNMENT
Motion to adjourn was made by Gwen Carter and seconded by Jannie Johnson.  The meeting was adjourned at 8:30 pm.

Respectfully submitted

Shelia Foster-Golding

Secretary 

February 25, 2007

