COMMUNITY BOARD 9

890 NOSTRAND AVENUE

BROOKLYN, NY 11225

MINUTES OF THE

COMMUNITY BOARD MEETING

HELD ON TUESDAY, APRIL 29, 2008

MIDDLE SCHOOL 61 AUDITORIUM

400 EMPIRE BOULEVARD, BROOKLYN, NY 11225
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Dion Ashman
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Stuart Balberg



Allan Martin, Jr.
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Dr. Marco Mason


Rev. Phyllis Brown - sick
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Alice Mitchell
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Joan Gill - sick
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Frank Nicholas


Theopia Green

Rabbi Jacob Goldstein

Dwayne Nicholson


Stanley Harwich - sick
Rabbi Nochum Gross


Rosemarie Perry
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Tessa Hackett-Vieira


Myrtle Roberson


Romania Roachford
Sylveta Hamilton-Gonzales

Karlene Robinson


Eleanor Rollins
Ruby Hodge



Brenda Scott




Brenda Hutto



Rabbi Joseph Spielman



Maurice Jean-Baptiste


Yvonne Straker

Jannie Johnson


Denise Thomas

Denise Mann



Jacqueline Welch

Elected Officials/Agency Representatives Present

Connie Stewart – Hon. Karim Camara

Reuven Lipkind – Hon. Eric Adams

Hon. Olanike Alabi

Denise Peterson – Kings County Hospital

Earline Keil – Hon. Matthieu Eugene

PUBLIC SESSION

Ms. Tanya Ores, Executive Director, Neighborhood Housing Services of East Flatbush will share valuable information on Foreclosure Intervention, Home Ownership and the H.E.L.P. (Home Equity Loss Protection) Program.
Ms. Tanya Ores, Executive Director, Neighborhood Housing Services of East Flatbush was represented by Mr. Tyrone McDonald, Marketing Director of the East Flatbush Neighborhood Housing Services.  Mr. McDonald gave a brief history of the Neighborhood Housing Services, which dates back to 1968 in Pittsburgh by Dorothy Richardson.  That year was a tumultuous year at that time in Pittsburgh, there was a lot of red-lining especially among people of color by insurance companies and banking agencies.  Ms. Dorothy Richardson lived in an African American community and because of the red-lining, many houses fell apart, they were losing property value.  She organized tenants, approached the city government and various banks to give funds to the organizations which would distribute home improvement loans to the neighborhood.
Politicians used the model throughout the country and in many cities and municipalities.  The East Flatbush organization began about 20 years ago.  The purpose of the Neighborhood Housing Services is to repair the community block by block, this is done in a number of ways, most importantly, through education.  Each year through home buyers seminars, thousands of people are educated.  Discussed are homeownership and various professionals in that field are invited, also real estate lawyers, attorneys etc.  The do’s and don’ts are discussed. Neighborhood Housing Services is also in partnership with over 12 banks, provides financial counseling.  After an individual participates in the seminar he/she would then come to the office.  At that time a goal is laid out for him/her, discussion of their debts, etc.  They are given an analysis of their debt and how they can move forward to clear up their debt if they are desirous in getting a conventional loan.  They are also given help in providing Mortgage Placement, help customers shop around for the best deal, the best rate given by various banks, thus giving the customer savings, and cutting costs.
There is a website which gives information on housing cost and down payment – www.nyc.gov/hpd.  There are guidelines for down payment and housing costs, in New York City there are income guidelines.  Home buyers education is also provided, for example Fannie Mae Mortgage or Sunny Mae Mortgage.  It is mandated that the buyer must take an educational course.  The course entails such topics as shopping for a home credit, real estate broker, responsibility of home owners etc.  The goal of Neighborhood Housing Services is not for the buyers to buy a home, but for the buyers to maintain and keep their home.
Among the other courses given through the home buyers club for financial fitness, are landlord training to fit various needs.  There is the Home Repair loans which comes with a financial supervision, where one interface with the contractor.  Before the final check is given to the contractor, the owner must sign off, there are checks and balances in the Neighborhood Housing Services.  There are various courses for homeowners such as home maintenance, plastering, hammering etc.  There are workshops on loan fraud, fire safety, how to hire a contractor, and a free course on insurance.  Foreclosure counseling is provided, it offers strategies to avoid foreclosures.  There is a rescue pilot fund designed for homeowners who are behind in their payments, one or two months, they can get a rescue loan.  They may also advocate refinancing especially if it is an adjustable loan, refinancing for a fixed loan.  For further information, contact Mr. Tyron McDonald at (718) 469-4679 or www.nhs.nyc.org.

Questions and Answers:

Q. - Pear Miles-Lee – Is the course on plastering free? A. – No, it is not free, it is a low price of $150.00, this includes tools, books, materials etc.  Q. – When will the next course begin? A. – The next course will begin in the fall, we just completed the spring class.

Q. – Has anyone been given the Rescue Loan? A. – We just hired someone for that office.  Call for information.

Q. – Is services limited only to New York City residents?  A. – Certain grants are only limited to New York City residents.

Chairman Goldstein thanked Mr. McDonald for his informative presentation.

Mr. Larry Jason, Executive Director, Brooklyn Housing and Family Services will share valuable information on their organization’s work in defending the rights of minority, elderly, low-income and immigrant tenants to protect the family unity and prevent homelessness from occurring.

Representing Mr. Larry Jason was Mr. Jonathan Goass who informed that he has been with the organization for 18 years, which was started by then State Senator Marty Markowitz, now in its 30th year of existence.  It is a not-for-profit organization.  The purpose of the organization is to reorganize tenants and to educate them on getting services from landlords.
Among the services are Landlord Tenant Mediation, Tenants Rights and Responsibilities, New York City Housing Applications, Jiggettts and Feps Relief, SCRIE – Senior Citizens Rent Increase Exemption, Public Assistance and Food Stamp Application, Housing Court Procedures, Lead Poisoning Prevention Education, Workshop on Housing Issues, DRIE – Disability Rent Increase Exemption.  Tenants are organized on how to enforce their rights in negotiating with landlords.  In so doing they go to senior centers to talk with seniors.  They also go to schools to talk to children about safety.  Housing and Family Services are full service tenants associations.  No building is too small or too big to be organized.  The heating season begins October 1st and ends May 31st.  Landlords must provide heat during that time period depending on the temperature.
Questions and Answers:

Q. – Regarding the heating system, is this the law?  A. – Yes.

Q. – Is it possible for established groups to meet with you?  A. – yes.

Chairman Goldstein thanked Mr. Goass for his information.

BUSINESS SESSION

The business session began at 7:55 p.m. with 32 members present.

Minutes

The minutes of the March 2008 meeting was presented for correction and adoption.  A motion was made by Dr. Marco Mason to accept the minutes as presented.  The motion was second by Ms. Denise Thomas.

District Manager’s Report – Pearl Miles-Lee

The District Manager reported on the following items:

· Summer employment opportunities for children.  The New York City Housing Authority is looking to hire one thousand, nine hundred youngsters to work with the agency.  Deadline for applications is Friday May 16, 2008.  Applications are online at www.nyc.gov/dycd.  The applications will go to the agency and they will start picking children for summer youth employment.

· During the month of May, the Department of Education will be providing information sessions to parents and families on picking a high school for their children.  Parents at times have problems with the school to which their children are assigned.  Some parents wait until after Labor Day to say that they do not like their assigned schools.  The sessions are being held at various locations.  (See Flyers).

· Every year the United States Postal Service organizes a day for food pick-up.  The food drive will take place on Saturday, May 10, 2008.  Put the non-perishable foods in a bag by the mail box.  The mailman will pick it up, all are encouraged to do so.

· Every year the Parks Department has a park clean up day.  Saturday, May 17, 2008 is “My Park Day”, those interested in participating should go to www.partnershipforpark.org, to find out the nearest park to your home in which you would like to volunteer.  You can also call (212) 360-8126.

· Senator Eric Adams Walk for Your Mama.  This is the 4th year of the annual mile “Walk for Your Mama”, to increase the awareness of domestic violence.  The walk will take place on Saturday, May 10. 2008.  Assemble at Restoration Plaza at 9:00 a.m., Fulton Street and Nostrand Avenue.  The walk begins at 10:00 a.m. and Senator Adams will be the Grand Marshall.
· Assemblyman Karim Camara sent out an email to remind the community of his State of the District address on Thursday, May 1, 2008.  Everyone is asked to join him to discuss his work for the 43rd Assembly District.  He will be honoring Larry Jason, Richard Green, Principal Shamon Baruka from M.S. 22 and Sarah Keys-Evans.  Time of the event is from 6:30 p.m. to 9:30 p.m. at SUNY Downstate Alumni Auditorium, 395 Lenox Road, Brooklyn.  Light refreshments to follow.
· Panel Discussion for Youth, Friday, May 9, 2008, sponsored by District Leader Olanike Alabi and William Sanders.  Location is Brown Memorial Baptist Church, 484 Washington Avenue at the corner of Gates Avenue.  The discussion will entail “What to do when stopped by police”.  For further information call (718) 398-0750.
· Walk against Fire Department Cuts will take place on Saturday May 10, 2008 at 10:00 a.m. on Washington Avenue, Brooklyn. (See flyer).

· Two of our board members, Pitrani Basit and Monty Burke are very ill.  They would appreciate hearing from fellow board members.  Call the office for contact numbers, visit or send a card.  

COMMITTEES’ REPORTS
Health and Social Services -  Myrtle Roberson

Ms. Myrtle Roberson reported that on March 27, 2008, there will be a workshop on HIV Awareness sponsored by Christopher Clarke, HIV specialist.  If interested, please call (718) 253-5713.  There will be a proposed Health Forum on June 14, 2008 from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.  The forum will be based on Men’s Health, Women’s Health and Alzheimer’s disease.  Information will be forthcoming.

Environmental Protection Committee – Alan Martin, Jr.

The committee is planning to launch a graffiti clean up project.  There will be free paint from the Mayor’s office or the Precinct.  The project is to paint a school in the district or the armory on Union Street and Bedford Avenue.

Transportation Committee – Bishop Gonzales 

Mr. Marmulzsteyn reported that the committee will be contacting the Metropolitan Transportation Authority to discuss an east–west transportation system in the district.  The B14 terminates at Utica and Empire, what they would like to see is the line pick up on Empire and terminate at Lincoln Road and Ocean Avenue.  The advantages are it will be less burdensome for people living in the Brownsville area, they will be able to have greater access to our hospitals, Kings County, SUNY Downstate and Kingsbrook.  Also access to the Brooklyn Botanical Gardens.
By-Laws Committee – Dr. Marco Mason

Dr. Marco Mason acknowledged his gratitude to Gwen Carter, Bishop Gonzales and those who contributed to the final draft of the Community Board 9 By-laws.  The By-laws were distributed and the amended parts are in italics.  See written amended By-laws.  Dr. Mason informed that the Committee is submitting the following proposed amendments to the Community Board 9 for consideration and adoption by the full board.  The proposed amendments are in italics.  The amendments referred to the existing by-laws, see 1-10.  The amendments will be voted on by the entire board.

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT – Rabbi Jacob Goldstein

The Chairman informed of the passing of Jacobus Jeffrey, a long time member of the Community Board 9.  He passed away on April 23, 2008 and the District Manager paid her respects at the viewing.

Joan Gill is making slow but promising progress. It’s positive so continue to pray for her and her recovery.

The Chairman appointed the following members to the Nominating Committee:  Maurice Jean-Baptiste, Samuel Marmulzsteyn and Frank Nicholas.  Committee members will poll the board members and bring the slate back to the June meeting.
VOTING ITEM
By-Laws

Chairman Goldstein advised that he will go back beginning with the first proposed by-laws, number 1.  Proposed amendment to Article 6, Section 1 (b).  Proposed amendment in italics.  Motion seconded by Mr. Carl Morgan.

Discussion on the motion:

Stuart Balberg has some reservation about the proposal where some members might have alliance to a particular City Council member.  He made reference to another Community Board that has this issue.

Dr. Marco Mason said it should be noted that the proposed amendment was reviewed by Counsel.

Denise Mann – 6.1 what about a member who does not attend all of the board’s meetings.  We have a lot of new members on the board, they will be precluded.

Dr. Marco Mason – They are covered under the rules of the by-laws.
Chairman Goldstein – The by-laws were reviewed by the counsel for the Borough President.  If you think someone on the executive committee does not meet the criteria, then do not vote for that person.

Dr. Marco Mason – This is a democracy, we have rules, we are not dealing with personalities, we have by-laws and rules that we follow.  Once we have the rules we must follow the rules, we have it all.  The Executive Committee is open to all, there is a Chairperson who selects the Nominating Committee, anyone can be on the Executive Committee, you can nominate yourself to the committee.

Denise Mann – That is what I mean that this will preclude some members.
Chairman Goldstein advised that a “yes” vote is for the amendment and a “no” vote is against the amendment.

Voting: Yes – 19, No – 4, Abstain – 4.  The by-laws were adopted.

Denise Mann – in response to 6.1, does this mean that one can serve continuously?  Why is the Chairman of this board not in compliance with the proposed amendment?

Chairman Goldstein replied there is a term limit, the Board member serves from July to June.  You can vote for whoever you want for the Executive.

Denise Mann – Number 6.

Chairman Goldstein – The Board’s office is open to the public to make complaints and to have their issues addressed.  This is why we have a District Manager.

Marco Mason – We have an office for the District Manager.  The City of New York has cut all budgets across the board including Community Boards.  Community Board 9 will not be impacted as this board operates within its’ stated budget.

Adjournment

A motion to adjourn was made by Rabbi Spielman and seconded by Allan Martin, Jr.  The meeting adjourned at 8:55 p.m.  

Respectfully submitted

Shelia Foster-Golding

Secretary

May 27, 2008
PAGE  
6

