COMMUNITY BOARD 9

890 NOSTRAND AVENUE

BROOKLYN, NY 11225

MINUTES OF THE 

COMMUNITY BOARD MEETING

HELD ON SEPTEMBER 25, 2007

MIDDLE SCHOOL 61 AUDITORIUM

400 EMPIRE BOULEVARD, BROOKLYN, NY 11225
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	Elected Officials/Agency Representatives Present

	

	Hon. Michael Bloomberg – Carolyn Sanders-James           Governor Elliot Spitzer – Khari Edwards

	Hon. Marty Markowitz - Ann Marie Adamson                   Hon Mathieu Eugene – Carlton Mitchell

	Hon. Yvette Clarke – Ron Thomas                                      Hon. Letitia James

	Hon. Eric Adams - Reuven Lipkind                                     Denise Peterson - Kings County Hospital Center

	Hon. Karim Camara                                                              Neil Harmon – Dept. of Parks & Recreation

	Hon. Jesse Hamilton                                                             Brooklyn Public Library – Mary Romeo

	Hon. John Sampson – Brandon Mansfield                           Medgar Evers College – William H. Boone, III

	Hon. Darlene Mealy – Janelle Hobson


PUBLIC SESSION
Ms. Lauren George, Citizens Committee for New York City (CCNYC) will speak about their “New Yorkers for Better Neighborhoods” grants and to encourage participation in Citizens Committee for New York City’s annual Neighborhood Quality of Life Survey.  CCNYC is a non-profit organization with a 30-year history, works to stimulate and support self-help and civic action to improve quality of life in New York City and its neighborhoods.
Mr. Scott spoke in the absence of Ms. Lauren George, Citizens Committee for New York City (CCNYC).  Mr. Scott spoke about their “New Yorkers for Better Neighborhood” grant given to community organizations, small neighborhood groups and Civic organizations twice a year.  Applications are due by Saturday 30th September, 2007.  These are small grants from five hundred dollars to a thousand dollar.  Groups or organizations working on any quality of life project should speak to Mr. Scott after the meeting.

Mr. Scott encouraged community residents to participate in the Citizens Committee for New York City’s’ annual Neighborhood Quality of Life Survey which he will collect at the end of the meeting.
Michael Cetera, A.I.A., Architect, Community Board 9 member and Chairman of the Parks Recreation and Culture, 197-a and Uniform Land Use Review Procedure (ULURP) Committees will do a Power Point presentation on the following Community Board initiatives for development of open space in the district.

Mr. Cetera invited the community to view a Power Point presentation on Community Board 9’s initiatives for the development of open space in the district.

The areas of discussion were:

(Development of the historic Clove Road which dates back to the American Revolution.

(Open space on the grounds of Kingsboro Psychiatric Center.

(Development of Mount Prospect Park.

(Acquisition of open space for the expansion of Wingate Park.

Clove Road 
Mr. Cetera informed that this presentation had been previously made to the Fine Arts Federation.  Clove Road is located between Empire Boulevard and Montgomery Street.  Clove Road dates back to 1776.  We are dealing with General George Washington’s account of the invasion of New York.  There were four passes through the hills.  One of them was Clove Road also known as the Bedford Pass.  Clove Road is also known as the road to Canarsie.
The first battle was the Battle of Brooklyn.  This battle seems to have been forgotten maybe because America lost the battle.  Little is known about it.  It was however, the largest invasion until Normandy sent over 500 ships and 50,000 men in June of 1776 to try to stop the revolution.  George Washington retreated at Brooklyn Heights.  The night after the battle Washington escaped with the British on his trail.  He went on to New York then to New Jersey.
Our main purpose is to get Land mark designation for the site and to try to come up with what they will do with the site once it receives landmark designation.   This site could be a pedestrian mall or a visitor’s site.  These are things that would have to be worked on, what kind of site we would develop.  Mr. Cetera has been giving these presentations around the City.  The Fine Arts Federation at their last annual meeting planned to go to battle with the city to have the site landmarked.
Open space on the grounds of Kingsboro Psychiatric Center
There is five acres of land on the grounds of the Kingsboro Psychiatric Center.  The state suggested that they would give us the site for a park.  The Parks Committee held a meeting at the Brooklyn Museum and met with a group of high school students, community residents and representatives of elected officials to design the kind of park they would like to have in our community.  The Board had several meetings with the Department of Housing Preservation and Development which was proposing an affordable housing plan for the site. The last discussions were about having both affordable housing and a park.  
Mount Prospect Park 
A study had been done on Mt. Prospect Park, that area between the Brooklyn Botanic Garden and the Brooklyn Public Library, by students from the University of Virginia. It is a ten to fifteen acre park that sits in Community District 9 and is used by the residents in Community District 8.  The late Councilmember Mary Pinkett gave money to the development of that park. A lot of work was done on the park thanks to the late councilwoman.  The problem is we were trying to get money to work on making the park more accessible to the community.    

Mr. Cetera showed the re-designing of the Park by the students.  Some of their ideas included: The Mount which is the central area of the park, the playground, the park stoop – which would be accessible to wheel chairs, baby carriages, etc, one can walk onto the stoop;  a habitat, an amphitheatre for outdoor lectures, poetry, music etc.

The greatest idea they had was the foot bridge to Prospect Park.  At the present time if one wants to go to the park one would have to cross Flatbush Avenue.  The original designers of Prospect Park had a plan for a bridge which never materialized.  The students plan is to build the bridge to connect to Mount Prospect Park.  It would allow people from Park Slope and Crown Heights to move around the park without the interference from traffic.

District Manger Pearl Miles added that the presentation was being done by Mr. Cetera, chair of the Land Use Committee, the Parks and the 197a Committees, because these are projects that the Board would like to see implemented in the district.  These are projects that would help to improve the quality of life.  These projects are in the discussion phase.  As far as Mt. Prospect Park, this is not the plan for the park, but rather a vision put together by the students of the University of Virginia.  This shows the possibilities that exist at Mt. Prospect Park, giving an opportunity for residents to come together to come up with ideas for this park so that people can benefit from the use of the park.  
New Yorkers for Parks put out a report on the status of parks in New York City, the only park mentioned for our district was Mt. Prospect Park.  The rating was a “D”.  It is not because there are not lots of possibilities for the development of the park, but rather because the way the park is right now it is not being used by the community.  Nothing happens there, except maybe people walking their dogs.
These projects have been on the drawing board since 2004 we would like to develop them with the help of our community and our elected officials.  The Parks committee would like to hear from the community what type of parks they would want in their community. We need funding from our elected officials.  Come and join with the Parks Committee, speak to your elected officials.  The final outcome will be “a feather in their cap” when the plans come to fruition.

Acting Vice Chairman, Dr. Marco Mason thanked Mr. Cetera for an informative Power Point Presentation.

Presentation
Ms. Ann Marie Adamson, representative from Brooklyn Borough President Marty Markowitz’ office presented certificates to members of Community Board 9 for perfect attendance for the 2006 calendar year. The following members received certificates: Myrtle Robertson, Samuel Marmulzsteyn, Maurice Jean-Baptiste, Izak Cohen, Shelia Foster-Golding, Yvonne Straker and Aldith Clarke.  Ms. Adamson welcomed the new board members and looked forward to working with them.
Ms. Florencia Chang, Community Education Council for School District 17 would like to encourage parents to come out and participate in meetings.  The meetings are held the third Tuesday of every month.  The Community Education Council acts as liaison between the Department of Education and the schools. Flyers are in the back for further information.  Any questions or needs, please call us.  The meetings are held at different locations.  The office is located on Sterling Street between Troy and Albany Avenues, the telephone number is 718-221-4372.
BUSINESS SESSION
The business session began at 8:15 p.m.  Thirty three members were present.
Minutes

The minutes of the May 2007 meeting was adopted on a motion by Samuel Marmulzsteyn and seconded by 
Gwen Carter.

The minutes of the June 2007 meeting was adopted on a motion by Allan Martin, Jr., and seconded by Rosemarie Perry.

District Manager’s Report
Ms. Miles welcomed everyone back from the summer recess and back to participate in the many activities and events planned for the Board year September to June.
Committees have been set up and board members are encouraged to participate on their assigned committee.  Remember that the committee meeting is a forum for setting in motion the type of programs or development that you would like for your community.  We encourage community members to join the committees.  Get involved.
If you live on a street that is in disrepair please call the Board Office.  We are in the process of preparing a list for streets in the district that needs to be resurfaced. We would like to see how many locations can be done by the Department of Transportation this coming spring.  If you live on a street or have information on damaged streets, please call it into the Board Office.
Although we are now resident in the board office we are still not a hundred percent.  There are new leaks caused by an air-conditioning system on the back roof.  We have a new landlord, a new owner.  The landlord for the building for the past two years sold the building to someone else our new landlord is Mr. Lieb Skoblo.
Chairman’s Report
Acting Chairperson Dr. Marco Mason welcomed back board members and said that serious changes were taking place – we are living in a transforming world a world with dramatic changes.  We are having significant natural changes that are emerging as well as demographic changes locally.  We need to get involved, we need to get involved with our public officials, tell them the needs of your community, get involved with the Community Board and most importantly to the new members please get involved with a committee.  What is being done at the monthly meeting is presenting the committee reports but the work itself was done in the committee meeting.

Please contact the Board office to find out your committee and the chairperson of that committee
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Announcements

Mr. Khari Edwards asked the community to support the petition on Child Health Plus, which is a part of the Governor’s initiative.  Mr. Williams also reported on the Governor’s Star Program rebate for homeowners.  The Governor is planning to open a Civil Service Satellite office at Medgar Evers College.

William Boone announced the death of Dr. Omolu, Professor at Medgar Evers College.  “We have indeed lost an educational giant in our community.”  Funeral arrangements will be forthcoming.
Adjournment

A motion to adjourn was made by Myrtle Robertson and seconded by Allan Martin, Jr.  The meeting adjourned at 8:40 pm.
Respectfully submitted

Shelia Foster-Golding

Secretary

October 23, 2007

PAGE  
5

