COMMUNITY BOARD 9

890 NOSTRAND AVENUE

BROOKLYN, NY 11225

MINUTES OF THE 

COMMUNITY BOARD MEETING

HELD ON OCTOBER 23, 2007

MIDDLE SCHOOL 61 AUDITORIUM

400 EMPIRE BOULEVARD, BROOKLYN, NY 11225

	Board Members Present
	Board Members Present
	Board Members Absent


	
	
	

	Mary Allman
	Samuel Marmulzsteyn
	Richard Anderson

	Dion Ashman
	Allan Martin, Jr
	Rev. Phyllis Brown - Sick

	Pitrani Basit
	Robert Marvin
	Jacinta Blackburn

	Stuart Balberg
	Alice Mitchell
	Montague Burke

	Michael Cetera, AIA
	Carl Morgan
	Chaz Crowder

	Gwen Carter
	Nicolle Munroe
	Geraldine Dease

	Aldith Clarke
	Dwayne Nicholson
	Joan Gill - Sick

	Shelia Foster-Golding
	Rosemarie Perry
	Stanley Harwich - Sick

	Rabbi Jacob Goldstein
	Gabriel Prince
	Frank Nicholas

	Theopia Green
	Romania Roachford
	Dr. Marco Mason

	Nochum Gross
	Myrtle Roberson
	Eleanor Rollins

	Tessa Hackett-Vieira
	Brenda Scott
	Karlene Robinson

	Aron Hershkop
	Yvonne Straker
	Bishop Sylveta Hamilton-Gonzales – Death

	Ruby Hodge
	Denise Thomas
	in family

	Brenda Hutto
	Jacqueline Welch
	

	Maurice Jean-Baptiste
	Rabbi Joseph Spielman
	

	Jannie Johnson
	Denise Mann
	

	
	
	


	Elected Officials/Agency Representatives Present

	

	Hon. Michael Bloomberg – Carolyn Sanders-James           Hon. Hakeem Jeffries – Wayne Keith Williams

	Hon. Marty Markowitz - Ann Marie Adamson                   Hon Mathieu Eugene – Carlton Mitchell

	Hon. Eric Adams - Reuven Lipkind                                    Denise Peterson - Kings County Hospital Center

	Hon. Karim Camara – Ana Lipkind                                    Medgar Evers College – William H. Boone, III

	Hon. Letitia James – Yankel Wice                                      Ben Colombo – Dept of Buildings


PUBLIC SESSION
Public Hearing on the application submitted by Sheldon Lobel, P.C., under Calendar No. 141-96-BZ, to extend the term of the previously granted variance which expired on May 20, 2007 and to amend the previously approved variance to permit the sale of used motor vehicles, as well as minor changes to the layout.  Location of property 638-40 Utica Avenue block 4617 Lot 33.

Representing Mr. Coy, Mr. Sheldon Lobel.  Mr. Lobel informed that the property is located between Winthrop Street and Clarkson Avenue.  It has been a repair shop for over 50 years.  Every 10 years Mr. Coy has to retain someone like himself to file a variance with the Board of Standards & Appeals, as well as the Community Board to get an extension of the term.
The property is a diagnostic center.  It is clean.  Work has been done on the inside.  Mr. Coy has submitted letters to Community Board 9 indicating support of the application.  Other offices notified were the City council – Kendell Stewart, State Senator, State Assembly, also various homeowners in the area.
Basically, Mr. Coy wants to continue what he has been doing there for 50 years as a repair shop.  He would like to make an amendment to sell a limited number of used cars.  These are cars that he repairs and the owners did not pick up.  He would like to get a license from Consumer Affairs, to sell such cars.  After Community Board 9 hears and reviews this application, which was discussed at the last ULURP committee meeting, the application will be submitted to the Board of Standards and Appeals.

Mike Cetera AIA – Chairperson for the ULURP committee reported that neither committee members nor homeowners attended the meeting.

Question & Answers

How long does the variance last? Ten years.
How many cars will be for sale? Mr. Lobel informed that the cars on sale will be the cars that Mr. Coy fixes.

What kind of amended variance is it?  The property is located in what is called a C-2 zone commercial zone.  In that zone one cannot do a lot of things.  He needs to go before the Board of Standards and Appeals to make auto repairs.  Auto repairs is not permitted in a C-2 zone, so in order to continue doing this as an extension of the term previously given (ten years by the Board of Standards & Appeals), the community has to see that it will not create any adverse effect on the neighborhood.
You are not answering my question. Was the neighborhood advised of the amended change?  In actuality he is not seeking a change, he is requesting a continuation.  The community was notified about the hearing, when they received a meeting notice.  It is also published in the City Record. That is the notice of the Public Hearing.

Chairman Goldstein thanked Mr. Lobel for his presentation.  The voting will take place during the Business Session of the meeting.

Public Hearing on the proposal submitted to the New York City Landmarks Preservation Commission by Mr. Edmund Fanning, et el, Ocean on the Park Houses, for historic district designation of thirteen houses on the east side of Ocean Avenue between Parkside Avenue and Lincoln Road (across from prospect Park).
Mr. Edmund Fanning presented a power point presentation of the 13 houses which the owners hope will be given separate landmark status or become a part of Prospect Lefferts Gardens Historic District. A letter was filed in mid September with the Landmarks Preservation Commission either to make the area a separate district or to make them part of the Prospect Lefferts District.  A copy of the request was also filed with Community Board 9.
In addressing the board, Mr. Fanning asked the question who are we? Basically we are the owners of the only 22 houses on the east side of Prospect Park.  The average homeowner has owned the houses for at least 20 years. Some over 30 years.  The houses are literally 500 ft from Prospect Lefferts Garden.
There are 13 private houses and one two family house.  The houses are at risk.  There are two kinds of risk.
1.
People are looking towards developing.  Once that feeling seemed clear, they went out and got a proposal on the row of houses.  The proposal in accordance with the zoning laws is to build a seven-storey, 250 ft building, 120 sq ft of residential space, 20,000 ft community facilities space and 70,000 ft co-operative. The issue is the area is zoned.

2.
Incremental development - this area could end up in the hands of a developer who could build whatever he wants on the property.  Which means they could end up with a series of four or five storey buildings, of different heights and different set backs.

Why Landmarks?  Individually and collectively they are architecturally significant.  They were built around 1909 – 1919 by one Edmund Reynolds who was a builder of “row houses”.  The houses are architecturally significant in that they are representative of the new Renaissance up to the beginning of the Classical architectural type of building.  There are ten limestone buildings and three brick houses.

Eleven of the owners are financially and personally committed to having the houses as landmarks. They are now seeking the support of Community Board 9 in helping to designate the houses as landmarks.  Support has been given by public officials and the community, Prospect Lefferts Gardens and other organizations.

Chairman Goldstein – I am sure you have checked out the situation and it was “worth your while” you mentioned that developers have offered you 2 ½ million dollars, that is mind boggling.  Personally the chairman is happy that they did not succumb to the money, but to keep what they have. The other issue is, do you stand alone or become part of, that is an issue that will have to be resolved.
Question & Answers

Rosemarie Perry - A board member lives in the Prospect Lefferts Garden, actually one side of her street is Lefferts Garden and the other side Lefferts Manor.  She lived in a row of houses with the same architectural design.  They are planning to take on the same type of issues.  Her question is, how long have you worked on the property to get to this point?  You mentioned also that eleven of the homeowners out of thirteen agreed financially.  What kind of financial agreement have they agreed to?  Basically the financial side is the support of it.  We have spent on copying, printing and researching.  That is the commitment.  The time spent on the project is actually four months.
Mr. Robert Marvin lives within the Lefferts Manor Area which represents about two-thirds of the existing historic district.  Two months ago the Lefferts Manor Association voted unanimously to support the proposal of the Ocean on the Park houses. “Historically the land value of historic district houses could be a little ahead, the same thing as a non-historic district to the extent that our market value ten years down the road may have some value, but not a big deal.

Mr. Ben Edwards President of the Prospect Lefferts Manor Association indicated that the Association has voted their support to make the Ocean houses a historic district.  Whatever is necessary they will do for the cause.
Chairman Goldstein – As an idea we may sponsor the motion but we are not in a position to say whether or not it should be attached.

Mike Cetera – Again I must say that committee members were not present.  However, this row of houses that the group has presented has been a stabilizing group of residential housing for over 20 years.  Landmark status can only benefit the community.
Public Hearing on Community Board 9’s FY 2009 Capital and Expense Budget Requests.

The information was sent out in the mail.  The committees’ met to discuss the budget requests.  Chairman Goldstein asked for comments.

Capital Budget Requests
Modernize P.S. 92 - Department of Education.  At this time work is currently being done.  “We have to put it in the requests or they might pull the plug on us”.  These requests are being done from year to year until they are completed.

Expense Budget Requests
What does it mean, increase Community Board 9 Budget?  All the Boards put in this request.  We have been basically locked in for many years.  We have not had an increase in years; as such we continue to ask for an increase.  OMB says put it in, we may not get it, but we ask anyway.

Is a microphone included in this budget?  No!  Thank you this is a good observation.

Regarding the subways, what type of improvement will be done to the subways?  This is something that has to happen.  At sometime, the Winthrop Street Subway Station will be in need of repairs, so it is included as an item in the Capital Budget, so that when the time comes the money would have been allocated.  

Following this discussion the hearing on the Capital and Expense Budget Requests was closed.
BUSINESS SESSION
The business session began at 8:10 p.m.  Thirty three members were present.
Chairman Goldstein explained his absence at the September meeting.  He was shipped off to Guantanamo Bay, Cuba to serve in the U.S. Army as Chaplain.  It was an interesting tour of duty.
Minutes

The minutes of the September 2007 meeting were presented for correction and adoption.  Mr. Stewart Balberg informed that the office of the Community Education Council for School District 17 is located on Sterling Place not Sterling Street.
A motion was made to accept the minutes with the necessary correction by Samuel Marmulzsteyn and seconded by Rosemarie Perry.

District Manager’s Report
Ms. Miles reported on the following:

Police Commissioner Kelly will be coming to Downstate Medical Center to speak to the community on November 1, 2007. Carolyn Saunders-James said that she thought this meeting had been rescheduled but was not sure of the new date.  Ms. Miles said she would verify this new information.
Councilwoman Mealy’s office would like the community to pay attention to the ‘on track’ program operated by KeySpan.  Information can be found at the back of the auditorium.

The Capital and Expense Budget that we heard at tonight’s meeting will be submitted by October 31, 2007.  There will be a response to these requests which will be placed before the Community Board again.  Members will have the opportunity to comment on the responses received.
Committees’ Reports
Chairman Goldstein informed that there has already been a disturbing trend on committee meetings.  Members are not attending their assigned meetings.  This is where the business of the community is discussed.  Committee meetings are very important.
Economic Development – Carl Morgan
See written report - Committee Members will be sent letters regarding non-attendance, this will lead to termination from Community Board 9.

Youth Service – Dion Ashman
See written report - “The Youth Speak out” for Ladies which was held in May 2007 was a success.  Review of the 2006 – 2007 committee year.  Speak out for both young men and young ladies to be held in April 2008.

Health and Social Services - Myrtle Robertson
Ms. Robertson informed that October is the National Month for Breast Cancer.  She represented Community Board 9 on Saturday October 20, 2007 on a Cancer Walk for Breast Cancer.
Public Safety – Robert Marvin 
See written report - Discussion of the meeting was centered on the districts public safety needs for inclusion in Community Boards 9’s Fiscal Year 2009 Capital and Expense Budget requests.
Chairman’s Report
Chairman Goldstein reported on the following:
Bishop Gonzales mother-in-law passed away in Trinidad.  She is en route for the funeral in Trinidad.

Alva Love resigned from Community Board 9.  She has moved to Georgia.  A letter of resignation was sent to the Board.  She will be missed.
Missing signs, street lights are very important safety issues.  Please report missing street signs or lights that are not working to the Board’s Office.

Voting Items
Calendar No. 141-96-BZ to extend the term of previously granted variance to 638–40 Utica Avenue Block 4617 Lot 33.
A motion was made by Mr. Hershkop to permit the sale of used vehicles, but only those that were repaired at the facility and are unclaimed by the owners.  The motion was seconded by Ms. Jannie Johnson.  Voting: Yes = 28, No = 1 Abstention = 3
Ocean on the Park Houses, for historic district designation of thirteen houses:

A motion was made by Mr. Robert Marvin that Community Board 9 support the presentation made by 
Mr. Fanning that the Ocean Avenue Houses be designated for landmark status.  The motion was seconded by Ms. Gwen Carter.  Voting: Yes = 32, No = 0, Abstention = 0
Capital Budget Requests
A motion to accept the Capital Budget requests as presented was made by Mr. Stuart Balberg and seconded by Mr. Dion Ashman. Voting: Yes = 32, No = 0
Expense Budget Requests
A motion to accept the Expense Budget requests as presented was made by Mr. Samuel Marmulzsteyn and seconded by Ms. Jannie Johnson Voting: Yes = 30, Abstention = 2
Acknowledgements
All new board members were introduced.  They were asked to present themselves.

The following officials and representatives were acknowledged:  Carolyn Sanders-James, Mayor Bloomberg’s Office, Ann Marie Adamson, Brooklyn Borough President Marty Markowitz’ Office, Reuven Lipkind representing Hon. Eric Adams, Ana Lipkind representing Hon Karim Camara 43rd District, Wayne Keith Williams representing Hon Hakeem Jeffries, Carlton Mitchell representing Hon. Mathieu Eugene, Yankel Wice representing Hon. Letitia James, Denise Peterson representing Kings Country Hospital Center, Ben Colombo representing Dept. of Buildings, William H. Boone, III representing Medgar Evers College.
Announcements

A public hearing is scheduled for Thursday November 3, 2007 at Kings Country Hospital concerning the NYS etc.
Adjournment

A motion to adjourn was made by Stuart Balberg and seconded by Denise Thomas.  The meeting adjourned at 9:00 pm.
Respectfully submitted

Shelia Foster-Golding

Secretary

November 23, 2007
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