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PUBLIC SESSION
Dr. Edison O. Jackson, President of Medgar Evers College of the City University of New York, will update the community on the status of the College’s campus expansion project. 
Dr. Edison Jackson expressed his honor and pleasure to come before the community to make a short video presentation on the growth of Medgar Evers College and the many events which are taking place at this time.  The video was based on the ground breaking ceremony of the School of Business at the old sanitation garage which has been demolished and the area is now under construction.  Medgar Evers College was built in 1906, 1650 Carroll Street building in 1968.  The academic building the new construction is scheduled to be completed in 2010 at a cost of $246 million dollars.  The area is a little less than 2000 sq ft.  This will be the Science building.  It will dazzle any science building in the City.  It will be a first class science facility.  Currently the School of Science & Technology is located on Carroll Street.  When this new science building is completed the Carroll Street building will be moved over to the new facility.
In the new building when completed there will be a dining hall on the second floor.  Seating capacity roughly 400 people.  It will be all glass.  The kitchen will be such that community groups can use it for functions.  The building will be such that one can enjoy the ambiance from inside as well as outside.
There are roughly 14 general classrooms, 7 new computer labs, a small auditorium, about 15 research labs, animal labs, aquariums, etc. you name it, and it will be in the school.  That is why the cost is so expensive.  This is a major investment for the community.  “Dr. Jackson is proud of this facility and hopes the community is proud too”.
The swimming pool needs to be renovated by next year.  We hope to extend it to the community.  The configuration is magnificent.  There is the commitment from the University to get it out and create something new.  Medgar owns all the property from Crown Street to Franklin Avenue including the “Youth Collective” building.  $30 million is approved for the renovation of Carroll Street.  This is an old building.  The outer facade will be kept.  When this complex is completed the accommodation will be a little over 7,000 students.  Currently the enrollment is fifty nine hundred students in the degree program and the continuing education program.

This year for the first time admission had to be closed because we could not accommodate the students.  This is a good thing because people want to get an education.

There are three types of populations at Medgar a very young population 17- 24 years old.  These students do not want to go home.  They want to stay all day; they live with mom and dad.  There has to be a special kind of program for them at Medgar.  This past June was the largest graduation class in the history of the College, one thousand and forty graduates.  There was a 47% increase most of the degrees were in the Sciences.  This shows the diversity and opportunities for our students.  Previously there were 200 graduates a year.  Also the degrees were in the arts and humanities.  Now the graduates are in Sciences and Business.  The college has a large transfer of students.  That is, they try some place else and it didn’t work.
Dr. Jackson is proud that Medgar has one of the most distinguished faculty.  “We can now make choices”.  Faculty who have published, books, journals, there are mathematicians, etc.  They are young already published, and are bringing research grants to the College.

There are those who would like to stop the progress.  Take for instance the removal of the Sanitation garage.  However, there are people like you the community, who help us to stand and fight these obstacles.  Finally we the community the elected officials and the college have done it.

Medgar has just received the affirmation of accreditation.  Regional and National Accreditation for ten years without any conditions.  The teacher education program has now been accredited by the National Association without any conditions.  The nursing program has been accredited for eight years the limit.  These are only some of the highlights.  For Dr. Jackson it has been an honor and privilege to be the President of Medgar Evers College.  It is so good to transform lives.  We are not only educating young lives but also those mothers and fathers who are concerned about the lives of their children.  We are now getting two generations at the same time, we are transforming lives, we are creating new possibilities, new opportunities, to let people see things that they have never seen before.  He is hoping that in another day or two that he will get a million dollars from somewhere which he will not reveal at this time.
Every day people are asking what we can do for Medgar.  We received a major grant from the state and community foundation.  We have increased the enrollment of black men in particular.  It has reversed the national trend of black men not attending college.  This fall we saw an increase of 23% of black men enrolled in Medgar over the past years.

Medgar Evers College is the only College I know of in the City University of New York that has been reversing the trend of men of African decent in higher education and I am proud of that.  If Medgar doesn’t reverse the trend how can we improve our families?  If people do not have the proper skills to get a job.  Bill Cosby is so impressed with our work.  He spoke three weeks ago at Medgar Evers.  He came back and said “Doc I want to get you on national T.V.”  Medgar Evers College should be show-cased around the country.  Today he came along with NBC.  We had an interview.  He said that “Medgar Evers College is a crown jewel it is not just the City of New York but around the world”.
Chairman Goldstein – we are proud to have someone like Dr. Jackson in our community.

Questions & Answers

Were we supposed to name a building after the late Councilwoman Mary Pinkett?  We are working on it.  That is the S. Building.  It is a lengthy process, but it will be done.

Would you consider creating dormitories for the students who want to live on campus?  I am not for dormitories.  Why? Dormitories can be very problematic in terms of security, making sure students do what they’re supposed to do.  Perhaps my successor would like to do that.  There are some City Colleges that are doing that like Queens College.  They have land, we do not have a lot of land therefore our priority is to build academic facilities.”  We are working with the resources we have to build a free standing style promenade facility that will seat roughly seven hundred people.  We hope to have small shops and restaurant facilities, a cultural district.  We are working on that design at this time.

Do you think Medgar can have programs for seniors (citizens) as it is done at Kingsboro Community College?  I am not sure what they have at Kingsboro Community College.  I am not opposed to it.  I will work to make it happen.  The senior colleges cannot do that.  However it is doable that senior colleges could engage in such programs.  I will look into it and come back and report my findings.

District Manager Pearl Miles: Dr. Jackson what is the status on the filing of the application to make Crown Street a private street?  The architects are doing whatever they have to do to make that happen.  What we are doing is creating a pedestrian mall, new grass, new lighting, benches, etc. making it a beautiful outdoor space.  It will cost about $10M to do that, it would be a wonderful space where one can come and relax.

Chairman Goldstein – Dr. Jackson when we first met, you said you had a plan, a dream.  I looked at you I said “you don’t know what you are getting into good luck keep on dreaming”.  Years have passed and you are still moving on.
We have a school where we train our senior students to do community service.  If possible we would like our seniors to come in and use the science facilities.  We will be happy to.  Most of our students have taken college level courses in the 11th & 12th grades in the sciences.  That is a rich education that they could not get somewhere else.  They can take the chemistry, physics and biology right here at Medgar Evers College, Most of high school students by the time they graduate high school have thirty college level credits.  Do you think of how much money you save?  You save over forty thousand dollars.

Dr. Jackson you are not only a great leader but a great friend of Community Board 9. The City of New York came to us and told us you have to get out of the office for a few months.  I called you on the phone and asked you for space for a few months.  You said to me “whatever it is, whatever time you need go ahead”.  Dr. Jackson gave us space. He gave us an office; he gave us computer access, heat.  All he asked in return was a handshake and a smile.  That is the kind of leader he is.  Thank you very much Dr. Jackson.

Chairman Goldstein and District Manager Pearl Miles-Lee presented Dr. Jackson with a plaque on behalf of Community Board 9.  In response Dr. Jackson said to remember Medgar Evers belongs to this community it belongs to you.  Whatever we can do to help please let us know.

Presentation by Mr. Archie Warner – US Postal Service
Mr. Warner in congratulating Dr. Jackson “said we have no idea of what just took place in Community Board 9.  We need to have more of this in the community.

Mr. Archie Warner spoke on various programs at the Post Office.  Mr. Warner is one of the area mangers of Brooklyn, presently working under Postmaster Jones of Brooklyn, head of Public Affairs.  One of the new programs that the postmaster has put in place is the CAC - Customer Advisory Council.  The program is about five months old.  CAC consists of going to the community to ask them to partner with the post office.  This way, problems will be solved.  Each community is asked to supply a representative.  Community District 9’s representative is Mr. Ben Edwards.  He should be bringing back and forth information from the council.  Basically some of things going on at the post office Mr. Ben Edwards should check into and give as feedback as to what is needed to improve the service.  The post office is well aware that there are problems and the feed back is necessary.
The Christmas season is upon us and the mail will get a little cranky.  There will be a lot of advertisement in the mailbox.  This does not give the mailperson the opportunity not to make delivery on time.  At this time mail delivery will be up to 5:00 pm. However, the Post Office is hoping for 4:00 – 4:30 pm in the next six months. Temporary workers will be hired.  It will take about three months to learn the job.  The change now with temporary workers is that they are given idea of the possibility that they might be hired permanently.  This is an incentive.  We hope to see better quality service with our temporary workers.

There are a lot of programs that we would like to make the public aware of, for example, services that can be done on the internet such as the purchase of stamps to one’s door in 24 hours.  This will eliminate standing on line.
Questions & Answers
I do my mailing at the post office there are only two windows.  Senior citizens no longer have a window from 8:00 am – 5:00 pm.  Mail boxes are marked up with graffiti.  We would like the mailboxes painted over.  I spoke to Mr. Gordon.  He said that we could adopt a mail box then paint them over.  Mr. Warner informed that the representative for Community District 9 will look into how we could have the mailboxes painted.

I would like mailbox which was removed from Troy and Union be replaced. How do we go about disseminating materials?  The Community Board will have the information.

A few years ago we invited the Postal Manager at that time he said to the audience that if there were any complaints to call the manager at the station so that he could address it right away.  Example if you did not get your mail that day or your mail was put into someone’s mail to call right away. Has that policy changed?  The policy has not changed whereby you can call your local station if you have issues.  Most of the time you cannot get through on the line.

Mr. Ben Edwards’s informed that he can be contacted at 718-467-7472.

Announcement from Citizens Committee

Ms. Bradville informed of the project that the committee is doing in Crown Heights.  To recruit 10 adults and 10 youths for an intergenerational project.  This will include dialog and to become more involved in the Crown Heights Community.  They would like interested people to contact them.
Public Hearing on a request submitted by Councilmember Mathieu Eugene for the co-naming of Rogers Avenue between Lefferts Avenue and Sterling Street.  Officer Russel Timoshenko Way.  Police Officer Russel Timoshenko died on July 14th 2007, five days after being shot in the line of duty.

Council Member Eugene in presenting the introduction informed that he had to go through three races before he became the council person for the 40th District.  His absence in not coming to the Community Board earlier is because he has so many things to learn.  He is honored to be in attendance at tonight’s Community Board meeting.  He commended the members of the Community Board for the job they are doing.  He is a former community board member.

Many of us here come from different countries and are contributing to this great country.  This great city.  Like many of us Russel Timoshenko came to this city to this country and gave of his best he died in the line of duty.  He laid down his life to make Brooklyn a safer place to live.  Tonight he would like Rogers Avenue between Lefferts Avenue and Sterling Street to be co-named “Russel Timoshenko Way”.  He would like the community to vote “yes”.  The project is supported by Councilwoman Letitia James.
Chairman Goldstein at this time asked the community for their comments.

Councilwoman Letitia James – I support the co-naming of the street.  I urge everyone to vote for the co-naming.

Pearl Miles - I would like to encourage every one to vote for the co-naming of the street.  I would also like to ask Council Member Letitia James and Council Member Mathew Eugene that when they make the sign for P.O.
Russell Timoshenko that they also make the sign for the late Council Member Mary Pinkett.  It is two years since the intro was passed to co-name Washington Avenue, we need to put up the sign.

Chairman Goldstein acknowledged Inspector Frank Vega, Commanding Officer for the 71 Precinct in joining us at the meeting.  He knows that this is a bitter sweet moment for him as Commander of the precinct who was on duty on the night of the incident.  Chairman Goldstein said that he is a Chaplin in the army where people put their lives on the line.  Police officers are the chief line of defense against criminals.  They put their lives on the line every time they walk out of the station or even worst when they leave their homes saying goodbye to their family, it could be for the last time.  I hope when we vote we will vote for the co-naming.

Kay Dunham said that she was at the funeral.  She thinks it is a tragedy.  His back up was not in place.  It is a great loss to the precinct.

Brenda Hutto is a member of the executive board 71st precinct community council.  We all go through the trauma whenever something like this happens in the community, it takes a toll on all of us.

Ruby Hodge – We need to form a crisis team. We need something like an ACS form of crisis team.  She would like to make this suggestion to Inspector Vega.

Audience member, he hopes that the same attention that is being given to an officer that died would be given to the innocent black men that are being killed by police officers.

Chairman Goldstein thanked the councilmember for his presentation.  The voting will take place during the business session.
BUSINESS SESSION
The business session began at 8:20 p.m.  Thirty five members were present.
Minutes

The minutes of the October 27, 2007 meeting was presented for correction and adoption.  Correction -  Denise Mann asked that the budget items be prioritized. A motion to adopt the minutes with the necessary corrections was made by Carl Morgan and seconded by Jannie Johnson.  The minutes were adopted with the necessary corrections.
District Manager’s Report
Ms. Miles reported on the following:
The streets New York Avenue, Rogers Avenue and Parkside Avenue are being re-surfaced.  If you live on a street that needs re-surfacing please call the Board office so that we can add it to a list for submission for next year’s submissions. It could be pothole, cable company digs, call it into the Board office.
Kingston Avenue from Eastern Parkway to Empire Boulevard is going to be re-constructed.  We will meet with residents on Kingston Avenue to see if they have any concerns prior to re-construction.  The actual date is not set as yet.  However, we are looking perhaps after July 1, 2008.

The N.Y. State Mortgage Agency Fannie May has a new mortgage program called “Keep the Dream” for people who are losing their homes in the crisis with the adjustable rate mortgage.  People cannot meet their mortgage payments and are losing their homes.  The Keep the Dream Program will give assistance to people who are facing the possibility of losing their homes.  For further information go to www.nyhomes.org  If you represent a not-for-profit organizations and you would like to be a contact agency to the mortgage department call 212-688-4000 ext. 393 ask for Wanda Graham.  
Health care workers in this country whose language is not English but would like to continue working in the healthcare field, there is a program at CUNY to help those persons with medical terms in the English language.  Call 718-482-5032 between 1:00 – 3:30 pm Monday – Thursday at CUNY, LaGuardia Community College.
Toys for Needy Children anyone who knows of such children, call the board’s office 718-778-9279.  The toys will be distributed on Tuesday December 11, submit the names for any needy child who need toys.

The Neighborhood Advisory Board for District 9 – (the body which considers grant application to bring needed money to the community).  Will have a public hearing for this community on Thursday November 29, 2007 at 6:00 p.m.  You need to go to the hearing to voice your opinion.  The hearing will take place at IS2 655 Parkside Avenue Brooklyn

The Department for the Aging will provide classes funded by the Title B program for people 55 years and older to gain employment in computer skills, personal care aid, also in the customer service field.  Minimum requirements 55 years or older, to meet income eligibility.  They will be trained and placed in jobs.

Committees’ Reports
Housing Committee – Gwen Carter 
See written report.  Highlight discussion of Community Board 9 Housing Committee Description Responsibilities, Procedural Guidelines for committees and Planning Procedures for Community Board committees.  Intro No 619 - 620.
Parks and Recreation – Michael Cetera 

See written report.  Highlight - discussion with representatives from the Department of Parks and Recreation the community board initiative for the expansion of open space in the district and how these initiatives fit in with PlaNYC 2030.

District Manager Pearl Miles commended Michael Cetera for his work in this area for over 23 years.  If one goes to PlaNYC 2030 the initiatives seen are the same initiatives Mike Cetera has been advocating for all these years.  Greening of traffic triangles, bike lanes, more open space.  At the September meeting Mr. Cetera made the presentation on Mt. Prospect Park.  The agency was not in agreement with these proposals, why did we have people from the University of Virginia to work on their park?  Now the Commissioner says that they like our plans.  These initiatives were addressed at the committee meeting with the Brooklyn Parks Commissioner. Mr. Cetera is to be commended.  He has great ideas.

Environmental Committee – Allan Martin
See written report.  Highlight - Litter campaign to place garbage cans on every corner in our community.

Pearl Miles – The Sanitation Department has the Adopt-a-Basket Program.  If you can encourage block associations to adopt a basket then we can work with the Sanitation Department on increasing the number of baskets on the corners.  We need to start educating the community that the baskets are for litter and not for household garbage.

Neil Harmon – On Utica Avenue & Eastern Parkway the new construction site we got bombarded with rats.  About 2 weeks ago a guy was caught dumping. He was dealt with.  If you put your garbage in the corner baskets you will be inviting rodents.  Rats are not just roaming during the nights anymore.  They are out there during the day also.

Health & Social Services – Myrtle Robertson

Due to the fact that the meeting was changed to Medgar Evers College without her being notified no meeting was held.  Medgar Evers College is hazardous at nights.  Ms. Robertson would like the meeting to continue at the Community Board’s office.

Pearl Miles – Medgar Evers College has given us space for meetings.  It is in the main building on the first floor.  Our meetings come under the sunshine law, we can have meetings in any public place.  There were four meetings scheduled on that particular night – two were held in the board office and two at Medgar Evers College.  We will continue to have committees meetings at Medgar Evers College.
Education Committee – Jannie Johnson

Anyone with children in school should pay attention to Title I money.  You need to look at what is going on in your school.  Money coming down from the State Department of Education amounts $258M dollars.  That money is for classrooms, after school programs, staff developments for teachers and parents.  The new thing is staff development was done only for teachers, now the parents are involved.  In 2008, one will see the difference.  Money is now being taken back from some schools and given to low performing schools.  A new grant is coming out.  Any child in Math and Science particular High School graduates the state will pay for their college education.
Chairman’s Report

The following officials and representatives were acknowledged:  Ann Marie Adamson, Brooklyn Borough President Marty Markowitz’ Office, Reuven Lipkind representing Hon. Eric Adams, Ana Lipkind representing Hon Karim Camara 43rd District, Carlton Mitchell representing Hon. Mathieu Eugene, Yankel Wice representing Hon. Letitia James, Denise Peterson representing Kings Country Hospital Center, Ben Colombo representing Dept. of Buildings,  Hon. Letitia James, Hon Mathieu Eugene, Inspector Frank Vega, Neil Harmon, Parks and Recreation.
Chairman Goldstein reported on the following:
· The Chanukah and Christmas tree lighting will take place at Borough Hall.  Board members were sent invitation.  Please attend and enjoy it.
· Last month we heard the presentation by the 13 homeowners on Ocean Avenue requesting landmark status for the row of houses.  The Landmark Preservation Commission has rejected the proposal.  The members will continue to work with Pearl Miles to research other avenues as to the next step to be taken.

Voting Items
Motion to support the co-naming of Rogers Avenue between Sterling Street and Lefferts Avenue “P.O. Russell Timoshenko Way” sponsored by Council Member Mathieu Eugene and co-sponsor Council Member Letitia James was seconded by Mr. Carl Morgan.  Discussion – None.  Voting: yes = 30, no = 2, abstention = 0. The motion was passed.  
Council member Eugene thanked the Community Board 9 for the passage of the co-naming of Rogers Avenue between Sterling and Lefferts – Police Officer Russel Timoshenko Way.
Announcements
Connie Hall a long time Board member passed away. The Chairman said that Pearl called me last week to inform me that while meeting with a representative from the Ocean on the Park houses she was told at the end of the meeting “by the way, Connie Hall died”.  Along time member and friend of Community Board 9 passed away.  Connie Hall fought for the Franklin Avenue Subway.  He lived and breathed Community Board 9 transportation activities.  He was the Chairman of the committee.  He will be greatly missed.

Pearl Miles said that she was upset that this happened.  She kept in touch with Mr. Hall, even getting a home attendant assigned to him at his home, she called him all the time but did not know of any relatives to contact. 
Mr. Isaac Cohen moved to upstate New York.  He has resigned as a member of Community Board 9.

Adjournment

Next meeting will be on Tuesday December, 18, 2007.  A motion to adjourn was made by Jannie Johnson and seconded by Gwen Carter.  The meeting was adjourned at 8:55 pm.
Respectfully submitted
Shelia Foster-Golding

Secretary
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