COMMUNITY BOARD 9

890 NOSTRAND AVENUE

BROOKLYN, NY 11225

MINUTES OF THE 

COMMUNITY BOARD MEETING

HELD ON   MAY 29, 2007

MIDDLE SCHOOL 61 AUDITORIUM

400 EMPIRE BOULEVARD, BROOKLYN, NY 11225

	Board Members Present
	Board Members Present
	Board Members Absent

	
	
	

	Dion Ashman
	Maurice Jean-Baptiste
	Mary Allman

	Stuart Balberg
	Jannie Johnson
	Richard Anderson

	Pitrani Basit
	Alva Love
	Rev. Phyllis Brown

	Jacinta Blackburn
	Denise Mann
	Norva Butler

	Montague Burke
	Samuel Marmulzsteyn
	Gwen Carter

	Michael Cetera, AIA
	Allan Martin, Jr
	Jonnel Doris

	Aldith Clarke
	Carl Morgan
	Theopia Green

	Izak Cohen
	Frank Nicholas
	Stanley Harwich

	Chaz Crowder
	Rosemarie Perry
	Ruby Hodge

	Geraldine Dease
	Romania Roachford
	Brenda Hutto

	Shelia Foster-Golding
	Myrtle Roberson
	Robert Marvin

	Joan Gill
	Karlene Robinson
	Dr. Marco Mason

	Rabbi Jacob Goldstein
	Eleanor Rollins
	Alice Mitchell

	Nochum Gross
	Joseph Spielman
	Nicolle Munroe

	Tessa Hackett-Vieira
	Yvonne Straker
	Gabriel Prince

	Sylveta Hamilton-Gonzales
	Denise Thomas
	

	Aron Hershkop
	Jacqueline Welch
	

	
	
	

	Elected Officials/Agency Representatives Present

	

	Hon. Karim Camara - Rick Barry                                            Denise Peterson - Kings County Hospital

	Hon. Eric Adams - Reuven Lipkind                                        Neil Harmon - NYC Parks Department

	Hon. Letitia James – Yankel Weiss                                         Mary Romeo - Brooklyn Public Library

	William Saunders - District Leader Olanike Alabi


PUBLIC SESSION
Ms. Carmen Loke, Project Administrator Department of Design and Construction will discuss the scope of work for PS 92 contained in Contract No. HWSCHI - School Improvement Phase 1.

Ms. Loke informed that she is working with the M4-9 School Safety Plan for thirteen schools.  PS 92 is one of such schools.  The construction projects will be as follows: Curbs will be installed on Bedford Avenue, Winthrop Street, Parkside Avenue and Clarkson Avenue.  Curbs will be installed on Rogers Avenue and Winthrop Street.  A pedestrian ramp will be installed at Rogers Avenue and Winthrop Street. There will be curb installation on Parkside Avenue on the northeast corner. Because of the installation of curbs, catch basins, street lights, and a fire-hydrant will be installed.
The duration of the project will be about 365 days or one year.  The starting date is pending.  Prior to the beginning of the construction the Principal of PS 92 will be informed a month in advance.

Questions & Answers
How many lanes will be taken out for traffic?  I am not sure, but since it is a one way street one lane might be taken out.

Mr. Cohen - How long will be the extended curb? Ms. Loke - The curb will extend approximately six feet
Jannie Johnson – What is the extension for? What does the extension have to do with the school? Ms. Loke -The extension is to shorten the crossing distance for the students & pedestrians. Jannie Johnson – The extension is already there, why do you have to make it shorter?  Ms. Loke - Department of Transportation has hired consultants to do a study and based on that study they would like to implement this extension. Jannie Johnson – Wasn’t this study done ten years ago?  Is this for wheel chair or what?  Ms. Loke - It is mainly for children and pedestrians.

Ms. Ife Charles, Acting Director, Crown Heights Community Mediation Center, will inform the Board on training, workshops and services being planned for the benefit of community residents.
Representing Ms. Charles was Ms. Kate Crantera Acting Deputy Director of the Crown Heights Mediation Center.  Ms. Crantera informed the meeting that the Executive Director, Amy Ellenbogen, just had a baby therefore she could not be here tonight.  Ms. Charles was unable to attend the meeting therefore she was asked to present the information on training workshops and services that are beneficial to the community.
Leadership Training Session - September to May for residents of Crown Heights.  This is specifically for the Crown Heights community.  One day per week training will be provided on community organizing, media, literacy etc.  See applications on the table.  Applications are due by August 01, 2007.

Healthy Play Street Festival, June 16, 2007 - the goal is to bring awareness to health issues.  It will take place at St. John’s Recreation Center.  There will be performances from local groups as well as films.

Mediation Training - June 20, 2007 from 9:00 am – 4:00 pm.  This mediation project is a means of resolving disputes and conflicts.  Parties work with a mediator to resolve conflicts.

Monthly Immigration Clinic - legal aid lawyers will be present.  Next clinic date is June 5th for an appointment call 718-773-6886.  Ms. Franturess added that the Mediation Center survives on grants from foundations.  Anyone with extra money please feel free to donate.

Ms. Denise Peterson - Kings County Hospital - Ms. Peterson informed that on Saturday, June 23, 2007
Dr. Susan Smith McKinney Nursing and Rehabilitation Center and Kings County Hospital will have their annual health fair from 10:00 am to 4:00 pm at the E and H building parking lot.  There will be refreshments.

On Saturday June 23, 2007 at 8:00 am Walk for Fitness will take place at Wingate Park, call 718-245-1114 for further information.  Next Tuesday June 5, 2007 at 5:30 pm there will be Carnival 2007, Celebrating Caribbean American Heritage Month.  There will be an opening reception with featured artists in the 
D building on Clarkson Avenue (see flyers).

BUSINESS SESSION 
The business session began at 7:40 pm with 32 members present:
The following new board members were acknowledged:  Mr. Alan Martin, Jr. a Math Teacher with the New York City Department of Education; Ms. Geraldine Dease an Investigator with the HRA,
Ms. Jacinta Blackburn has worked with corporate America - Citi Group.  Chairman Goldstein welcomed the members aboard; he is delighted to have them.  He is looking forward to working with them.
Minutes
Minutes of March 27 was mailed out to members prior this meeting. A motion was made by 
Samuel Marmulzsteyn and seconded by Eleanor Rollins to accept the minutes as presented.  Acceptance of the minutes as presented.

The minutes of the April, 2007 meeting was tabled on a motion made by Joan Gill and seconded by 
Alan Martin, Jr.
District Manager’s Report
District Manager Pearl Miles reported the following:  We are back in the office at 890 Nostrand Avenue everything is in boxes.  There is no air conditioning.  Storage spaces which should have been provided were not installed, this should be done tomorrow.  The Buildings Department has not signed off on the air conditioning as yet.  Verizon has yet to install the phone lines; this has taken over four weeks, computers are not set up yet.

At this time applications are being received for block parties, religious events, tree planting etc.  Remember it takes 9 weeks for the street closing applications so bring them in.  She is hoping that by next month’s meeting everything will be in place and plans on the way for the grand opening in September.

Committees’ Reports
Youth Services Committee - Dion Ashman
Mr. Ashman reported on the Youth Speak Out for Young Women.  This will take place at Medgar Evers College on Thursday, May 31, 2007 from 2:00 pm - 5:00 pm.  This is in partnership with Medgar Evers College.  The participants will be seniors from Middle College High School, also juniors and sophomores.  The concept of the “speak out” is to find out what is troubling these young women. Invitees consist of several mentors.  The design of the “speak out” is to have the mentors address themselves, who they are, then break up into cycles or groups.  At the end there will be group reports on the issues discussed.  This will be reported back to the main body. Guest speakers include, Sonia Beam - Lifestyle Editor/Magazine Director, Sophia Anderson-Reynolds, Executive Director of NYC Black/Latino/Asian Caucus, Mindy Harris Say It Loud Magazine Director.  Anyone who is available is invited.  Refreshments will be served.

Mr. Ashman also reported on job opportunities and internships - O Magazine is looking to hire interns, five days per week from 10:00 am - 6:00 pm - bachelors’ degree required.  Send resume to Cindy M. Del Rosario, Associate Editor, 1700 Broadway New York, 80th floor.  “Call Me Mister” Program for black males who are seniors in high school who would like to attend colleges out of state, free tuition for four years. Visit their website at callmemister.clemson.edu.
Fraternity College - looking for internships in Engineering, Finance, Accounting.  Must have G.P.A. of 3.0.
Location for internship, Atlanta, Greenville, Houston, Ohio, Schenectady, Erie Pennsylvania.  Contact Michelle Jackson 678-844-7668.
Education Committee – Joan Gill
Jannie Johnson reported on behalf of Joan Gill. There are new region members; in charge is Tish Merril who is the Vice Chancellor of New York at large.  Karen Brook-Hopkins - Richmond County representing Brooklyn; Charles R. Bennett - NY District 1.
The Contract for Excellence for New York is three hundred and seventeen million dollars only. There are 55 districts.  New York is one of them.  The school district must identify specific problems to fit into the Contract for Excellence.  It could be smaller classrooms, longer days, high school instructions, kindergarden, full day, etc.  The Education Department will receive this in July.  This money could be for development, parent workshop.  It is up to the district to do it right.

Prior we had 32 school districts then 4 districts.  Now we are going back to 32 districts.

New report cards will be coming out.  Both the state and city are aligned with the report cards.  They will tell you how your child did last year and this year.  The district has to come up with workshops with the schools and parents.  Contact New York State Department of Education for further information.

Chairman’s Report

Chairman Goldstein acknowledged the following individuals: Rick Barry representing Assemblyman Camara, Reuven Lipkind representing Senator Eric Adams, Yankel Weiss representing Letitia James Councilmember, Denise Peterson representing Kings County Hospital, Mary Romeo representing Brooklyn Public Library, William Saunders representing District Leader Olanike Alabi.
Chairman Goldstein reiterated calling in to the board office any light outages in the district, or call 311 to report.  This is very important to avoid accidents.
Borough President Markowitz along with Council member James called a meeting to name the corner of 
St. Johns Street and Brooklyn Avenue in honor of Carlos Lazama.  The home of the late Carlos Lazama is located on St. Johns Place.  It was recommended that all four corners be named for Mr. Lazama.  Ms. Rollins asked if the matter had been settled.  The answer was yes.
On June 3, 2007 at Wingate Park the 71 Precinct Community Youth Picnic will be held.  The Parade begins at McDonald’s on Washington Avenue and Empire Boulevard at 11:00 am, ending at Wingate Park.  All are invited.  Bring out the family.
Nominating Committee - Maurice Jean-Baptiste

Nominating committee chairman Maurice Jean-Baptiste reported that members were canvassed for their interest in running for office on Community Board 9.  The chairman opened the process for nominations from the floor.  There were no nominations from the floor.  The following is the slate for Community 
Board 9’ 2007 elections: Chairman - Rabbi Jacob Goldstein, First Vice Chairman - Dr. Marco Mason, Second Vice Chairman - Joan Gill, Secretary - Shelia Foster-Golding, Treasurer - Carl Morgan, Members-at-
Large - Jannie Johnson, Eleanor Rollins.  The election will be conducted at the June 2007 meeting.

Chairman Goldstein thanked the committee for presenting the slate to the Board.

Adjournment

A motion to adjourn was made by Nochum Gross and seconded by Jannie Johnson.  The meeting adjourned at 8:15pm

Respectfully submitted

Shelia Foster-Golding

Secretary
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