COMMUNITY BOARD 9

890 NOSTRAND AVENUE

BROOKLYN, NY 11225

MINUTES OF THE 

COMMUNITY BOARD MEETING

HELD ON   JUNE 26, 2007

MIDDLE SCHOOL 61 AUDITORIUM

400 EMPIRE BOULEVARD, BROOKLYN, NY 11225

	Board Members Present
	Board Members Present
	Board Members Absent

	
	
	

	Mary Allman
	Maurice Jean-Baptiste
	Richard Anderson

	Dion Ashman
	Theopia Green
	Stuart Balberg

	Pitrani Basit
	Alva Love
	Norva Butler

	Jacinta Blackburn
	Denise Mann
	Michael Cetera, AIA

	Rev. Phyllis Brown
	Samuel Marmulzsteyn
	Jonnel Doris

	Montague Burke
	Dr. Marco Mason
	Rabbi Jacob Goldstein

	Gwen Carter
	Allan Martin, Jr
	Stanley Harwich

	Aldith Clarke
	Frank Nicholas
	Ruby Hodge

	Izak Cohen
	Rosemarie Perry
	Alice Mitchell

	Chaz Crowder
	Romania Roachford
	Myrtle Roberson

	Geraldine Dease
	Karlene Robinson
	Carl Morgan

	Shelia Foster-Golding
	Eleanor Rollins
	Nicolle Munroe

	Joan Gill
	Joseph Spielman
	Gabriel Prince

	Nochum Gross
	Yvonne Straker
	Jannie Johnson

	Brenda Hutto
	Brenda Scott
	

	Tessa Hackett-Vieira
	Denise Thomas
	

	Sylveta Hamilton-Gonzales
	Jacqueline Welch
	

	Aron Hershkop
	Robert Marvin
	

	
	
	

	Elected Officials/Agency Representatives Present

	

	Hon. Yvette Clarke – Kristia Beaubrun                                  Denise Peterson - Kings County Hospital

	Hon. Eric Adams - Reuven Lipkind                                        Neil Harmon - NYC Parks Department

	Hon. Karim Camara                                                                Governor’s Office – Khari Edwards


PUBLIC SESSION
Ms Ann Webster, Vice Director for Planning, Brooklyn Museum, will present information on the Museum’s plans to begin construction of a two-story building along the Washington Avenue side of the building (on Museum property).  The new structure will provide an art freight loading dock for the Museum.
Ms. Webster informed that the design is similar to the one presented to Community Board 9 three years ago.  Brooklyn Museum is one of the few Museums without air conditioning.  The work will consist of adding air control and climate control machinery that will allow for the proper environment for the art work and also for visitors.  The work to be done will all be centered around the parking lot.  The work hopefully will begin in the fall and last for a year.  It will be a two story building, 14,000 sq ft.  The major part will be the lower level.  There will be the loading dock on the second level for the art to come in.  The structure will not be visible from Washington Avenue due to the trees.  The Project is funded by the City of New York through the Department of Cultural Affairs.
Questions & Answers
When will the project be completed?  It will begin in the fall, hopefully it will be completed in a year.
Will the project impact on Washington Avenue, Franklin Avenue and Eastern Parkway?  We do not expect it to impact those areas.  All of the contractors that we use for our artwork will come in early in the morning before most of us are up.  We are going to re-route them into a yard which will be adjacent to the construction area, separating them from the visitors.  The project will be monitored.  If there is a problem, let us know.  We do not anticipate any problems.

Have you made preparation for rodents as you dig into the ground?  The appearances of rodents are not uncommon to construction sites.  Preparation will be made for vermin control.

Have allowances been made for minority and small business contractors?  Yes we are reaching out to local business entity.

Mr. Milford Maham representing Local 1199 and the Greater New York Hospital Association which has launched an effort for Health Care Insurance for all New Yorkers.
Mr. Maham informed the Board that there is a major healthcare crisis where 2.6 million New Yorkers equivalent to 13.5% of the population do not have healthcare. 1199 Family Network has come up with an action plan.  The Greater New York Hospital Association has come up with a dialogue to bridge the gap to insure the uninsured.  How will it be done?  They will come together forming a conglomerate of Blue Cross, GHI, Health Plus, Medicaid etc.  Each will have its own identity and provide services to those that have coverage as well as those that do not have coverage. This plan is not strange or new to socialized medicine.  There are places like Europe, Canada which have universal healthcare.
Mr. Maham distributed signature cards and asked the community for support to achieve their plan, where everyone will be covered under a health plan.

Acting Chairman Dr. Marco Mason reminded that healthcare in the United States is a profit making enterprise consisting of the hospitals, pharmaceuticals, physicians.  It is a business.  It is for profit. Universal healthcare on the other hand means that everyone is entitled to healthcare. Universal healthcare is socialized medicine paid for by the government.  In the United States we do not have socialized medicine.

Rainbow Radio Dispatch Car Service - Renewal of T.L.C. License - July 1, 2007 - Mr. Rupert Bingham - President and Owner, Rainbow Radio Dispatch located at 389 Troy Avenue, Brooklyn.
Ms. Pearl Miles, District Manager informed that Rainbow Radio Dispatch (car service) has been an established service in the community for many years.  There has never been any negative complaints to the Community Board of its location and service to the community.  On July 1, 2007 the term of license will expire.  Mr. Bingham is seeking the Boards approval to the Taxi & Limousine Commission for the renewal of the license.

Mr. Rupert Bingham, President apprized the board of his long standing in the community, and his desire to continue working with the community.  On July 1, 2007 his license will be up for renewal as is mandated he must have the support of Community Board 9 in order to fulfill the requirements of the T.L.C.
Questions & Answers

How many cars are in the fleet?  There are about 30 cars in the fleet.

Dr. Marco Mason thanked Mr. Bingham for his presentation.  The Board will vote during business session.

BUSINESS SESSION 
The business session began at 8:00 p.m.  Thirty five members were present.
Minutes
Minutes of April, 2007 meeting was adopted on a motion by Rosemarie Perry and seconded by Gwen Carter.

Minutes of May, 2007 was tabled on a motion by Samuel Marmulzsteyn and seconded by Jannie Johnson.

District Manager’s Report
Ms. Miles informed that the Board’s Office is opened.  It is however not fully in operation.  There are boxes to be unpacked.  The storage company has not brought back all of the board’s records.  Applications are being processed as well as other smaller board’s activities.
The budget process has started for fiscal year 2009.  The meeting for borough level consultation on the budget will be in September.  We are preparing the needs statement and the other items necessary for the consultation.
C.U.N.Y. is hiring Campus Safety Police, see applications for anyone who might be interested.  The application can also be downloaded.  See CUNY website www.cuny.edu.
Throughout the summer New York City Public Schools will be providing breakfast and lunch for the community.  Anyone can partake of meals.

In September hopefully the Board’s office will be up and running.  We hope to serve the community one hundred percent.

Ms. Miles wished everyone a safe and enjoyable summer.

Acting Chairperson Dr. Marco Mason - reminded that it is summer time and the children are out of school.  We can try to make a difference for these youngsters by guidance, teaching and developing the human resources in our committee.
Voting Items

Rainbow Radio Dispatch Car Service - Renewal of T.L.C. License July 1, 2007

A motion was made by Samuel Marmulzsteyn to approve the renewal of license of the Rainbow Dispatch Car Service. The motion was seconded by Dion Ashman.  Voting: Yes-36, No-0, Abstention 0 (unanimous).
Nominating Committee - Maurice Jean-Baptiste

Mr. Jean Baptiste informed that since there was no opposition or challengers the slate remained as follows:
	Rabbi Jacob Goldstein
	Chairman

	Dr. Marco Mason
	First Vice Chairman

	Mrs. Joan Gill
	Second Vice Chairman

	Ms. Shelia Foster– Golding
	Secretary

	Mr. Carl Morgan
	Treasurer

	Ms. Janie Johnson
	Member at Large

	Ms. Eleanor Rollins
	Member at Large


The Secretary Shelia Foster-Golding was asked to cast one vote for each of the candidates.

Following the election of officers, the question was asked regarding term limits of executive members.  The District Manager informed that there are no term limits of serving in an executive capacity.

Announcements

Mr. Lipkind representing New York State Senator Eric Adams informed us of a free workshop sponsored by Senator Adams entitled “From the Cradle to College – Parent Empowerment Seminar”.  The Seminar will take place on Saturday August 18, 2007 from 10:00 am to 3:00 pm at Medgar Evers College, 1650 Bedford Avenue, Brooklyn NY 11225 and on Saturday August 25, 2007 from 10:00 am - 3:00 pm at the Secondary School for Law, Located at 237 7th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11215. Among the topics are: childproof your home, obtain free scholarships for college, detect if your child is in a gang, protect your child from internet abuse, what to do if your child is a runaway, how to speak so that your child will listen and to listen when your child speaks. See flyer for additional topics.

Chairman’s Report 

First Vice Chairman Dr. Marco Mason reported that Chairman Jacob Goldstein is away attending a military funeral.  He had promised that he would be back for tonight’s meeting.  However, he was unable to be back on time for tonight’s meeting.
Committees’ Reports

Youth Services Committee - Dion Ashman
Mr. Ashman reported on a Youth Speak Out in May consisting of 40 young ladies.  Participants of the Youth Committee present.  Chairman - Mr. Dion Ashman, Ms. Eleanor Rollins, Ms. Janie Johnson, Mr. Frank Nicholas and Ms. Tessa Hacket-Viera.  The speak out was held at Medgar Evers College.  It was a great success.  The event was video taped with the hope of showing it in the schools.
Things from the event: “Black Enterprise” would like to set up a tour involving the young ladies: “Teen Magazine” has agreed to show case one of the young ladies from the speak out on the cover of their magazine.

Mr. Ashman thanked the members of the committee for their input in making the event a success.  He also thanked WLIB, WBLS radios, BECAT, Black Enterprise Magazine and Teen Magazine for their participation.
Ms. Rollins - I am pleased with everything Mr. Ashman has reported.  This should be on going.  This is something that Community Board 9 should be proud of.

Ms. Hacket-Viera - I would like to see the Youth Committee partner with the Education Committee to create something even bigger and beneficial for our youths.

Mr. Frank Nicholas - Mr. Ashman is a very talented young man, he worked out the event, put it together and made a successful presentation.

Questions & Answers

Why not young men?  Why not have a speak out for young men also.  Mr. Ashman - we wanted to hear how our young ladies feel about our black men and how they can begin to relate to our young men.

Ms. Rollins – We can build on our success.  We will also have a speak out for our young men.  Anyone who would like to join the committee we are open to your expertise.

Announcement - Summer Jobs for our Youths Walk-a-thon.  For information contact Merlin Rainbow 
646-201-4858.

Adjournment

A motion to adjourn was made by Maurice Jean Baptiste and seconded by Alva Love.  The meeting adjourned at 8:30 pm.
Respectfully submitted

Shelia Foster-Golding

Secretary
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