COMMUNITY BOARD 9

890 NOSTRAND AVENUE

BROOKLYN, NY 11225

MINUTES OF THE

COMMUNITY BOARD MEETING

HELD ON TUESDAY, MARCH 25, 2008

MIDDLE SCHOOL 61 AUDITORIUM

400 EMPIRE BOULEVARD, BROOKLYN, NY 11225
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Geraldine Dease


Myrtle Roberson


Stanley Harwich - sick
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Denise Thomas
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Jacqueline Welch

Maurice Jean-Baptiste
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Elected Officials/Agency Representatives Present

Ann Marie Adamson – Hon. Marty Markowitz

Ana Lipkind – Hon. Karim Camara

Musa Moore – Hon. Eric Adams

Brandon Bloomfield – Hon. John Sampson

Hon. Olanike Alabi
Denise Peterson – Kings County Hospital

Natasha Richardson – Public Advocate Office
Hon. Betsy Gotbaum – Public Advocate for The City of New York

PUBLIC SESSION

Ms. Julianne Rich, Assistant Director, Volunteer Services, Kingsbrook Jewish Medical Center will provide information on the newly established volunteer program at the hospital.  Ms. Rich will also provide information on upcoming special events and invite community participation in the hospital’s activities.
Ms. Julianne Rich, Assistant Director, Volunteer Services, Kingsbrook Jewish Medical Center, apprised the board of the newly established volunteer program at the hospital, as well as provided information on the upcoming special events and invited community participation in the hospital’s activities.  Kingsbrook is an 864 bed medical training institution comprised of a 326 bed acute care hospital and a 538 bed adult skilled nursing, long-term care facility, that offers a full spectrum of state-of-the art medical and surgical services.  The institution is committed to improving the health and over-all quality of life for the community residents, and the development and implementation of vital programs and services that respond to the unique healthcare needs of the community.

The medical center prides itself on excellence in the areas of Geriatric Psychiatry, Outpatient Mental Health, a treatment program specializing in services for individuals of Caribbean descent, Physical Medicine and a Rehabilitation Institute (the oldest and largest program in Brooklyn).  Also Brooklyn’s only New York State licensed Traumatic Brain Injury and Coma Recovery Unit, Wound Healing and Hyperbaric, Gynecological services (laparoscopic surgery), Ophthalmology and Neuro Ophthalmology, Orthopedics, Joint Replacement and the Rutland Nursing Home.
Tours are provided to take visitors through a few of the facility’s centers of excellence and provide information on services.  Visitors are able to meet and converse with the administrators of these centers if necessary.  The tour schedule is as follows:  Tuesdays – Tour 1, 10:30 a.m. to 11:30 p.m. and Tour 2 - 2:30 p.m. to 3:30 p.m.  Wednesdays – Tour 1, 2:30 p.m. to 3:30 p.m. and Tour 2 – 6:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.  Thursdays -Tour 1 – 10:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. and Tour 2 – 6:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.  Kingsbrook Jewish Medical Center is located at 585 Schenectady Avenue, Brooklyn N.Y. 11203.  The telephone number is (718) 604-5000 and the website is www.kingsbrook.org.  For more information or to request a tour, call (718) 604-5201.  
Chairman Goldstein thanked Ms. Rich for her informative presentation.

Mr. Mark Heron, N.Y.C. Commission on  Human Rights
Mr. Heron informed that the Commission enforces the New York City Human Rights Law, one of the most comprehensive civil rights laws in the nation.  The law prohibits discrimination in employment, housing and public accommodations based on race, color, creed, age, national origin, citizenship status, gender (including gender identity and sexual harassment), sexual orientation, disability, marital status or partnership status.  In addition, the law affords protection against discrimination in employment based on arrest or conviction records and status as a victim of domestic violence, stalking or sex offenses.  In housing the law affords additional protections based on lawful occupation and family status.  The City Human Rights law also prohibits retaliation and bias related harassment.  Mr. Heron pointed out cases where a Jewish person was discriminated against.  He sued the employer and received $112,000.00 (one hundred and twelve thousand dollars). Another case involved a woman of the Seventh Day Adventist faith who was fired because of her religious beliefs.  She sued her employer and received a settlement.  

The agency also works in foreclosure housing as well as other discrimination issues.  The office is located at Livingston Street in Brooklyn.  The community was invited to join in the 3rd Annual Civil Rights Lecture Series featuring Dr. Robert D. Putnam on Thursday April 3, 2008 from 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. at the Schomberg Center for Research in Black Culture.  Dr. Putnam will discuss his work, E. Pluribus Unum: Recognizing Diversity and Community in the 21st Century.  Please R.S.V.P. by calling (212) 306-7560.  
Chairman Goldstein thanked Mr. Heron for his presentation.

Ms. Yvette Jenkins, Department of Health and Mental Hygiene
Ms. Yvette Jenkins discussed the importance of vaccinations, and her work in raising awareness in the vaccination rates in Brooklyn.  The situation is of concern both for seniors and children up to five years of age.  How do you protect yourself and your family?  Influenza (flu) is a highly contagious respiratory illness with fever, cough, muscle aches and sore throat, and each year more than 2,500 New Yorkers die of flu and pneumonia.  Having a flu shot is just as important as any other life saving medication. One is needed each year because the one from the previous year will not protect you.  They are available from October through June and the sooner you get one the more you will be protected.  The flu shot has been about 80% effective in the past and this year it is about 40% effective, due to the different strains of the virus.  To obtain a flu shot you can visit your doctor or any NYC Health Department locations to obtain a free one. Call 311 or visit www.nyc.gov/health/flu for locations throughout Brooklyn. Ms. Jenkins office is located at 125 Worth Street, Room 339, CN 33, New York.
The Hon. Betsy Gotbaum – Public Advocate

The Hon. Betsy Gotbaum explained that the office of the Public Advocate dates back to the John Lindsay administration, former Mayor of New York City.  The Public Advocate is the Ombudsman and in the event of an emergency, there is a live person who will walk you through the problem.  For example, certain applications were different in New York City to those in upstate New York.  In New York City, the application is 16 pages, while upstate the application is only 2 pages.  Anyone knowing of any application that is more than 4 pages, please contact the office.  SCRIE, rent reduction is for persons over 62 years of age and if you are eligible you can call the office of the Public Advocate.  
In the matter of the Department of Education, the speaker of the State Assembly has asked that their office look into the concerns of the New York City public school system.  In 2009, certain categories will be taken away from the budget.  The Public Advocate’s office is concerned with the lack of parental involvement in school issues.  The office is trying to find a model by which parents can receive information.  Other issues involve breaking larger schools into smaller ones and cutting the budget.  
Ms. Richardson spoke on the Women’s’ History Month Celebrations on Thursday March 27, 2008 at 6:00 p.m. at City Hall, Council Chambers, reception to follow.  To R.S.V.P please call (212) 669-2433 or rsvp@ pubadvocate.nyc.gov.
Public Hearing on the Citywide Statement of Needs for City Facilities for Fiscal years 2009 and 2010.  Focus will be on the identified need for a site for the relocation of Community District 9’s sanitation garage.

Environmental Committee Chairman, Allan Martin, Jr. informed that Community District 9 needs a new garage.  The present garage is located among two hospitals, Kings County Hospital and SUNY Downstate Medical Center.  The presence of a sanitation garage located closely to medical facilities creates an unhealthy situation for patients as well as residents living within the area.  The sanitation trucks are parked on the streets and sidewalks making it difficult for pedestrians to move freely.  757 Rockaway Parkway is a suitable location for a state-of-the art facility.  This issue was addressed in 2006 by the board.  The recommendation submitted by the Board in 2006 is being resubmitted for consideration. 
Chairman Goldstein explained that the relocation of the sanitation garage could be a win win situation.  District 9 would like the city to use that lot of land to build a state-of-the art structure that would enhance the community.

Question - what do they plan to put at 356 Winthrop Street?  Answer - SUNY Downstate or Kings County may have plans for the building.  
Denise Mann - If the sanitation garage is moved from Winthrop Street, we could ask for a recreation center. Chairman Goldstein – This could be a win, win situation, that is something to think about.

Public hearing on the application submitted to the Department of Housing Preservation and Development by 571 East New York / Lefferts Realty, LLC for the 421-a Partial Tax Exemption Program for project exceeding 20 units at 522 Lefferts Avenue, Brooklyn NY 11225.

Housing Committee Chairperson, Gwen Carter reported that the committee met with Mr. Yosi Cohen to discuss the Lefferts Avenue Realty, LLC application to construct a building at Lefferts and East New York Avenue.  The developer is seeking a 421-a Partial Tax abatement for the building.  The cost of each unit would be four hundred thousand dollars.  The committee feels that the building was not qualified for tax abatement because at that price the building could not be considered affordable housing, which is needed in the community.  The committee voted not to recommend the application.
BUSINESS SESSION

The business session began at 8:00 p.m.  Thirty-one members were present.

Minutes
The minutes of the February 26, 2008 meeting were presented. The minutes were adopted on a motion made by Allan Martin, Jr. to accept the minutes with the necessary corrections, seconded by Gwen Carter.

District  Manager’s  Report  – Pearl Miles-Lee

The District Manager reported on the following items:

· 2008 Lien Sales – The last day to pay up if a lien is placed against your property is May 6, 2008.  By May 19, 2008 the lien will be sold.  

· There will be a training workshop for all board members on the budget process of the City of New York.  The meeting will take place at Brooklyn Borough Hall in the Community Auditorium on Thursday April 10, 2008 from 7:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.

· CUNY has openings for Campus Peace Officers.  The filing period opens on Monday March 24, 2008 and closes on Friday April 25, 2008, the written test date is Saturday May 24, 2008.  An application can be obtained from any CUNY Human Resources office or downloaded from www.cuny.edu (click on Jobs at CUNY then Civil Service Exams).

· United States Postal Service has openings for various positions, registration period begins February 11, 2008 and ends May 4, 2008.  To register by phone call (478) 757-3199, (TTY 1-800-800-8776) or online at www.usps.com/employment.
· United States Census is now hiring for administrative and field positions. This census is how the community gets its funding based on the count within the community.  Applications can be obtained by calling (212) 584-3400 or 1-800-991-2520.

COMMITTEES’ REPORTS

Economic Development Committee, Carl Morgan – Please see written report
Board member Jannie Johnson reported on her trip to Syracuse, NY.  The state is trying to improve the educational system in New York City.  BARD College will be instituting a program with high school students in the city and their first meeting will be announced.  For further information call the Department of Education at (212) 374-2368 or (212) 995-8479 ext. 2842.
Chairman’s Report  – Rabbi Jacob Goldstein

The Chairman reported that Mr. Montague Burke, a board member is in rehab at CNR Nursing Home on Classon and Prospect Avenue.  Another board member, Pitrani Basit is undergoing chemotherapy.  
The Chairman is the proud grandfather of twin boys, children of one of his twin daughters.  Congratulations!

The Public Session was reopened for consideration of the application from Alexis Van Lines to renew its’ license to continue providing transportation in Brooklyn, with some routes within Community District 9.  The hearing for renewal is scheduled for April 11, 2008.  The Transportation Committee could not meet to discuss the issue. 
Leroy Morris, CEO of Alexis Van Lines informed that he operates commuter vans which cover a part of Community District 9.  The commuter van operation is an industry that is licensed by New York City, New York State, Taxi & Limousine Commission and Department of Transportation.  Taxes are paid through the Metropolitan Transportation Authority, New York State tax and New York City tax.  The vans cost over $15,000 a year to operate and have been serving the Brooklyn community for a few years and have adhered to the laws of the commuter van operations.  Mr. Morrison is seeking the Community Board’s support for the application for the renewal of a license for six years of operation.

Questions and Answers:

Q. – What are the requirements? A. – You must be licensed by the Taxi and Limousine Commissioner and operate under the commuter laws of New York City, New York State and the Department of Transportation.  
Q. – What do you give back to the Community?  A. - There are times when transportation is provided for senior trips free of cost and he is trying to develop after school activities for children.  
Q. - Theopia Green – What about the after school programs?  A. – This is a proposal, the details are not in place yet.  
Q. – Jannie Johnson – Where is the line?  A. – The line begins from Kings Plaza to downtown Brooklyn.  
Q. - How many vans do you operate and how much is the fare?  A. – The number of vans we operate is 45 and the fare is $1.50.  
Q. - Samuel Marmulzsteyn – where are the vans parked?   A. – The vans are parked at the individual driver’s home.

VOTING ITEMS
Citywide Statement of Needs for City Facilities for fiscal years 2009 and 2010.  The relocation of Community Board 9 Sanitation Garage from 357 Winthrop Street to 757 Rockaway Avenue, Brooklyn.  Discussion – None.

Motion was made and seconded that the Community Board accept the stated response for the relocation of the sanitation garage from 356 Winthrop Street to 757 Rockaway Avenue to be sent to the Department of City Planning.
Voting: Yes – 31, No – 0.  The motion was carried.

Public hearing for six-year renewal process for a commuter van operating authority, Alexis Van Lines
A motion was made by Dr. Marco Mason to accept the application for renewal from Alexis Van Lines.  The motion was seconded by Carl Morgan.

Voting: Yes – 29, No – 0, Abstain – 2.

Application submitted to the Department of Housing Preservation and Development by the 571 East New York Lefferts Realty, LLC for the 421-a Partial Tax Exemption Program for project exceeding 20 units at 522 Lefferts Avenue, Brooklyn NY 11225.

Motion not to support the application for 421-a Tax Exemption Program.  The motion was seconded by Brenda Hutto.

Discussion on the motion :
Mr. Hershkop, inaudible.

Mr. Balberg, inaudible. 
Chairman Goldstein said the developer is building a house and if he is going to the City for tax abatement, he must provide 20% of the apartments for affordable housing.  He is not saying that he will provide affordable housing. 
Denise Mann asked if the developer would like to come into our community and build, why should they get tax abatement.  
Dr. Marco Mason asked why the developer wasn’t at the meeting to discuss the issue.  Mr. Hershkop replied that the owner spoke with the Housing Committee and was not aware he had to be present at tonight’s meeting.

Voting: Yes – 24, No – 6, Abstain – 1.

Community Board 9 By-Laws

Denise Mann asked when we can expect a report from the By-Laws Committee. Dr. Marco Mason said the report will be available at the next Community Board meeting.
Announcements
· Ms. Ann Marie Adamson, Brooklyn Borough President Marty Markowitz, representative reported on the Seventh Annual Assembly of the Federation of Brooklyn Block Associations: Building a Better Brooklyn Block by Block.  The meeting will take place at Brooklyn Borough Hall, 209 Joralemon Street, Wednesday, April 16, 2008 from 5:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.  
· All are invited to Restaurant Week March 24 – 31, 2008.  Dine in over 175 restaurants in Brooklyn, the cost of three courses is $23.00.  For further information call (718)802-3846.
· Brandon Bloomfield, representative for NYS Senator John Sampson informed that Senator Sampson will celebrate his first Annual Women’s History Month Celebration on Thursday March 27, 2008 from 6:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. at Brooklyn College in the Student Union Building (SUBO), Jefferson Williams Lounge, 4th floor, East 27 Street and Campus Road.  For further information call (718) 649-7653.

· Mr. Musa Moore, representative for New York State Senator Hon. Eric Adams, announced a Women’s History Month Celebration on Thursday March 27, 2008 from 6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. in the Community Room at 935 Eastern Parkway between Troy and Albany Avenues.  For further information call (718) 284-4700.
· Janie Johnson reported that Board member Joan Gill is recovering.

Adjournment

A motion to adjourn was made by Gwen Carter and seconded by Allan Martin, Jr.  The meeting adjourned at 8:50 p.m.  

Respectfully submitted

Shelia Foster-Golding

Secretary
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